
First Lutheran Church, Morris MN 
Lenten Midweek Service: Wednesday, March 3, 2021 

 

 

Gathering   

Prelude 
 

Greeting 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   
And also with you. 
 

 

Hymn:  “Great God, Your Love Has Called Us”  #358 
 

1. Great God, your love has called us here, 
 as we, by love, for love were made. 
 Your living likeness still we bear, 
 though marred, dishonored, disobeyed. 
 We come, with all our heart and mind 
 your call to hear, your love to find. 
 
3. Great God, in Christ you call our name 
 and then receive us as your own, 
 not through some merit, right of claim, 
 but by your gracious love alone. 
 We strain to glimpse your mercy seat 
 and find you kneeling at our feet. 
 
5. Great God, in Christ you set us free 
 your life to live, your joy to share. 
 Give us your Spirit’s liberty 
 to turn from guilt and dull despair, 
 and offer all that faith can do  
 while love is making all things new. 

 

                    Text: Brian A. Wren, Music: Norman Cocker.  ©1995 Hope Publishing Co.  Used with permission under One License #A-710041 
 
 

 Opening Prayer 

 
 

Word 
 

Reading:  Psalm 139 

O LORD, you have searched me and known me. 2 You know when I sit down and when I rise up;  you discern 
my thoughts from far away. 3 You search out my path and my lying down, and are acquainted with all my 
ways. 4 Even before a word is on my tongue, O LORD, you know it completely. 5 You hem me in, behind and 
before, and lay your hand upon me.  6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is so high that I cannot 
attain it.  7 Where can I go from your spirit?  Or where can I flee from your presence?  8 If I ascend to 
heaven, you are there; if I make my bed in Sheol, you are there. 9 If I take the wings of the morning and 
settle at the farthest limits of the sea, 10 even there your hand shall lead me, and your right hand shall hold 

2. We come with self inflicted pains 
 of broken trust and chosen wrong, 
 half-free, half-bound by inner chains, 
 by social forces swept along, 
 by pow’rs and systems close confined, 
 yet seeking hope for humankind. 
 
4. Then take the towel, and break the bread, 
 and humble us, and call us friends. 
 Suffer and serve till all are fed, 
 and show how grandly love intends 
 to work till all creation sings, 
 to fill all worlds, to crown all things. 



me fast. 11 If I say, “Surely the darkness shall cover me, and the light around me become night,”  12 even the 
darkness is not dark to you; the night is as bright as the day, for darkness is as light to you. 13 For it was you 
who formed my inward parts; you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 14 I praise you, for I am fearfully 
and wonderfully made. Wonderful are your works; that I know very well.  15My frame was not hidden from 
you, when I was being made in secret, intricately woven in the depths of the earth. 16 Your eyes beheld my 
unformed substance. In your book were written all the days that were formed for me, when none of them 
as yet existed.  17 How weighty to me are your thoughts, O God! How vast is the sum of them! 18 I try to 
count them—they are more than the sand; I come to the end—I am still with you.  19 O that you would kill 
the wicked, O God, and that the bloodthirsty would depart from me—20 those who speak of you 
maliciously, and lift themselves up against you for evil!  21 Do I not hate those who hate you, O LORD? And 
do I not loathe those who rise up against you? 22 I hate them with perfect hatred; I count them my 
enemies.  23 Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my thoughts. 24 See if there is any 
wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting. 

 
Reading:  Colossians 1:9-14 

9 For this reason, since the day we heard it, we have not ceased praying for you and asking that you may 
be filled with the knowledge of God’s will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, 10 so that you may 
lead lives worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him, as you bear fruit in every good work and as you grow in 
the knowledge of God. 11 May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious 
power, and may you be prepared to endure everything with patience, while joyfully 12 giving thanks to the 
Father, who has enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light. 13 He has rescued us from 
the power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son, 14 in whom we have 
redemption, the forgiveness of sins.  

 

Message    “Loving the Face in the Mirror…” 
 

 

Hymn:  “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”  #631 

 

1. Love divine, all loves excelling, 
 Joy of heaven, to earth come down! 
  Fix in us thy humble dwelling, 
  all thy faithful mercies crown. 
  Jesus, though art all compassion,  
  pure, unbounded love thou art; 
  visit us with thy salvation, 
  enter every trembling heart. 
 

3.  Come, Almighty, to deliver; 
 let us all thy life receive; 
 suddenly return, and never, never 
 more thy temples leave, 
 Thee we would be always blessing, 
 serve thee as thy hosts above, 
 pray, and praise thee without ceasing, 
 glory in thy perfect love. 
 

 Text: Charles Wesley.  Music: Rowland H. Prichard.   Public Domain. 
 
 
 

2. Come, see the face of Trinity, 
 newborn in Bethlehem; 
 then bloodied by a crown of thorns 
 outside Jerusalem. 
 The dance of Trinity is meant 
 for human flesh and bone. 
 when fear confines the dance in death, 
 God rolls away the stone. 
 

4. Within the dance of Trinity, 
 before all worlds begun, 
 we sing the praises of the Three, 
 the Father, Spirit, Son. 
 Let voices rise and interweave, 
 by love and hope set free, 
 to shape in song this joy, this life; 
 the dance of Trinity. 

2. Breathe, oh, breathe thy loving Spirit 
 into every troubled breast; 
 let us all in thee inherit; 
 let us find thy promised rest. 
 Take away the love of sinning; 
 Alpha and Omega be; 
 end of faith, as its beginning, 
 set our hearts at liberty. 
 

4. Finish then thy new creation, 
 pure and spotless let us be; 
 let us see thy great salvation 
 perfectly restored in thee! 
 Changed from glory into glory, 
 till in heaven we take our place, 
 till we cast our crowns before thee, 
 lost in wonder, love, and praise! 



Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the Virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
 

Offering/Offertory    
 

Prayers & Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Sending 
 

Hymn:  “O God, Our Help in Ages Past”  #632 
 

1. O God, our help in ages past, 
 our hope for years to come, 
 our shelter from the stormy blast, 
 and our eternal home. 
 
3. Before the hills in order stood 
 or earth received its frame, 
 from everlasting you are God, 
 to endless years the same. 
 

 Text: Isaac Watts, Music: William Croft. Public Domain 
 

 
   

Blessing 

 

Sending 

 

Postlude 

 

  

 

3. Give us strength to love each other, 
 ev’ry sister, ev’ry brother; 
 Spirit of all kindness, be our guide.  Refrain 
 
4. You who know each thought and feeling, 
 teach us all your way of healing; 
 Spirit of compassion, fill each heart.  Refrain 

2. Under the shadow of your throne 
 your saints have dwelt secure; 
 sufficient is your arm alone, 
 and our defense is sure. 
 
4. A thousand ages in your sight 
 are like an evening gone, 
 short as the watch that ends the night 
 before the rising sun. 


