September 2025 —

First Things

First Lutheran Church (ELCA)

Chosen by Christ. Empowered to Serve.

Dear Members and Friends of First Lutheran and Federated Churches,

We're excited to share some upcoming opportunities for worship, fellowship, and service as we
continue to grow together in faith and community!

Joint Worship Services Continue! Our collaborative worship services will continue this fall, with Sunday
worship at 9:30 AM alternating between our congregations. We're grateful for the unity and spirit these
shared services have brought and look forward to what lies ahead.

SEPTEMBER'S SCHEDULE

September 14: Rally Sunday at First Lutheran
e Mark your calendars! Rally Sunday will be held at First Lutheran with our regular 9:30am service,

and we have something exciting planned to kick off the new season of ministry and learning!
Following the worship service, we will head to the Morris Theatre for a FREE private viewing of the
animated movie “Light of the World” (rated PG). Show time will be at 10:45am. This animated film
is about Jesus’ life told through the eyes of John the Apostle. As the story unfolds, young John
embarks on a vivid journey through faith and redemption, discovering the power of love and
forgiveness. You won’t want to miss it!

September 21: Worship at Federated with Sunday School
e 9:30am worship with fellowship following the service.
e 8:30am Sunday School Kick-off at Federated. This year we are excited to have Sunday school
offered every Sunday! Come see what both locations have in-store. It will be a great year of
learning and growing in faith together!

September 28: Worship at First Lutheran with Sunday school
e 8:30am Sunday school at First
e 9:30am Worship with fellowship following the service.

We are blessed by this partnership and look forward to seeing you in worship and community in the
weeks ahead.

In Christ,
Your Federated and First Lutheran Church Leadership



Coffee Hour is served in the fellowship hall before
the worship service on Sunday mornings. The GRACE
Service Group is on the schedule to serve coffee hour
during the month of September. Those in the Grace
Service Group are: Justin & Lori Anderson, Ryan &
Summer Anderson, Ray & Robi Bowman, Judy Buro,
Matt & Cari Burnett, LeAnn Dean, Kellie Hentges, Linda
Holland, Craig & Katie Knochenmus, Gary & Corrine
Knochenmus, Dave Nelson, Ally & Hannah Plattner, and
Chris & Bobbie Siegel. Please sign up on the bulletin
board across from the church office.

Lunch Bunch meets on Wednesday, September 3
at 11:30am at Buddie’s in Hancock. Order from the
menu; pay your own way. All are welcome to join us!

Newsletter Deadline for the October newsletter
is noon on Wednesday, September 24.

Zipporah Bible Study meets on Thursday,
September 18 at 2:00pm in the church fellowship hall.

Stevens County Food Shelf supplies a 5-day
emergency or supplemental food package to residents
of Stevens County. There is no fee for this service, but
clients must provide proof of residency. The food shelf
welcomes people’s donations of food to support our
community. Monetary donations are also very helpful
in purchasing food supplies. The Food Shelf is located
on the corner of 7th Street and lowa Ave and their
hours are: Mondays: 2:30pm - 3:30pm; Tuesdays and
Thursdays: 5:30pm - 6:30pm; Wednesdays and Fridays:
10:30am - 11:30 am. You can reach the food shelf at
320.589.7436.

Pastoral Visit If you or a family member are
hospitalized and would like a pastoral visit, please
contact the church office and a pastor will be
contacted to visit you. Even though you may be asked
your religious affiliation during check-in, the hospital
staff can not share that information without you
specifically requesting they contact your church.

Daily Grace Need an on-the-go companion for
your faith journey? Just go to the Women of the ELCA
website (www.womenoftheelca.org) and sign up for
the “Daily Grace.” Reflect, pray, and prepare for the
day.

Follow us on Facebook and send us a friend request
at  “Morris-First Lutheran Church.” Our worship
services are live-streamed on Sundays at 9:30am. We
also try to add current event photos and updates to
Facebook.

RUSC Kinship Mentoring is seeking adult volunteer
mentors to spend at least four hours a month with a
young person. All mentors are required to complete a
screening process which includes an application form,
personal interview, background check, and training
session. Mentor applications can be found at
www.rusckinship.org or by contacting their office in
person at 215 Atlantic Ave in Morris, by phone at 320-
585-7872 or by email at rusckinship@gmail.com.

Social Hour at Legacy Living is held each
Wednesday at 2:30pm for residents and friends. On the
third Wednesday of each month, friends from First
Lutheran supply the treats/goodies. Help may be needed
occasionally....a batch of cookies or a cake; just
something simple. All are welcome to join us anytime. If
interested in helping out, contact Cheryl at 314-570-
0700.

Donate with Venmo! You can quickly and easily
make donations to First Lutheran through Venmo. Not
familiar with Venmo? (it's a safe and easy way to
transfer money) Check out and download the app on
your smart phone (available for Android and Apple) or
check out their website at www.venmo.com.

Appreciation Event

for all Sunday school Teachers
& Children’s Ministry Leaders

Sunday, October 26th at 3:00pm
at the Hancock Community Center

All Sunday school, Wednesday/Saturday Children's
Ministries, VBS, and Children’s Music Leaders from
the 23 Lutheran churches in our Glacial Ridge
Conference, are invited to gather at the Hancock
Community Center. They will be treated to a catered
meal and some fun surprises, while also having an
opportunity to learn from one another’s joys and
challenges of sharing the gospel with our children in
this day and age. Mark this date on your calendars
and watch for more information coming in October.

Presented by The Glacial Ridge Conference Executive
Board.
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Hello Fusion Families & Students,

Can you believe we’re already stepping into another year of Fusion? | am so excited for what’s ahead and to see
how our students will continue to grow in faith this year!

A few quick notes as we get started:
Male Leader Needed: We're still looking for a male leader to join our team this year. If you are interested, or

know someone who would be a great fit, please reach out!
Email List Update: If you're receiving this message in error, please let me know so | can update the contact

list.
Stay Connected: You can always contact me by email throughout the year if you have questions, ideas, or

prayer requests. Be sure to follow us on Facebook and Instagram for updates, photos, and event
reminders. Coming soon: we’ll also be launching a Fusion Grades 9-12 Band App to keep everyone

connected—watch for details in an upcoming email!
September Schedule — We'll be kicking off at Bumpers with the golf simulator, pool, and other games! Our

September theme is “Rooted in Christ.” (Full schedule is listed below.)

Fusion Youth Groug

Sunday Wednesday Wednesday
September 14" September 17" September 24th

s ——

Kick Cff Bible Bible Study
Study and

Sardines

Party

3:00-5:00pm " 4
at Bumpers 6:30-8pm at Faith
in Morris MN Lutheran Church

6:30-8pm at Faith
Lutheran Church
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ELEMENT

SCHEDULE
SEPTEMBER

ELEMENT - FIRST

24th LESSON NIGHT

@ First Lutheran Church

8:00pm First lesson: Faith Inkubators-
Head to Heart curiculum TBD
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WELCA NEWS

WOMEN OF THE ELCA FALL GATHERING The Glacial Ridge Conference Women of the ELCA will be held on Monday,
September 15 at Glenwood Lutheran Church, 206 Minnewaska Ave E., Glenwood MN. Registration begins at
4:00pm with light meal at 4:30pm; $10 registration fee. Julia & Della Conroy will present “The Sunset of Your Life”
which is free and open to the public starting at 6:00pm. Raffle: $5 per ticket with 50% to artist and 50% to Glacial
Ridge Conference. Make plans to attend and join your sisters in Christ for the theme “The Sunset of Your Life.”

SENIORS ON THE MOVE

The Seniors on the Move committee is asking the congregation for ideas. Where would you like to go? What would
you like to do? Bingo? Plays? Entertain in the fellowship hall? Speakers? Tours? Watch for a suggestion box in the
Narthex coming soon.

SUPPORT MISSIONARY for the DAY

August 1 In memory of Maggie Larson from Jo Solvie

August 2 In memory of Bob Vikander from Jo Solvie

August 3 In honor of Rochelle Anderson’s ordination anniversary from Cheryl Higgins
August 4 In memory of Don Goracke from Jo Solvie

August 5  Happy Birthday Wade from mom and dad

August 6  In memory of Cara Nachbor from Jo Solvie

August 7 In memory of Shirley O’Keefe from Jo Solvie

August 8  In honor of Pastor Rochelle Anderson on her 30th anniversary of ordination
August9  In honor of Pastor Matt Orendorff on his 5th anniversary of ordination
August 11 In loving memory of Brian Van Horn from his mother LaVonne Watson
August 21 In memory of Mark Gunderson from Marlene Seip

August 22 In memory of Mark Gunderson from Doug & Sharon Ehlers

August 23 In memory of Mark Gunderson

August 24 In memory of Aaron & Arlene Knaus from Emilie Brustuen

August 25 In memory of Donn Aldean Rau from Emilie Brustuen

August 26 In celebration of Katie Ohren-Shipman’s ordination

August 27 In memory of Gene Fynboh from Emilie Brustuen

August 28 In memory of Margaret Bjornjeld from Emilie Brustuen

August 29 In memory of Mark Gunderson from Emilie Brustuen

August 24 ELCA Lutheran Worship radio broadcast given by the congregation at First Lutheran

You can sponsor the missionaries of the ELCA for S15 per day. You may give this in memory, or in honor of
someone. Contact the church office for more information, or to sponsor at date.
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~ SEPTEMBER WORSHIP SERVANTS -

SUNDAY, SEPT 14
9:30am: Worship HC

Ushers:
Dick Smith
Greg & Naomi Fynboh

Lector:
Lindy Ekola

Acolytes:
Zach Huebner
Braeden Huebner

Communion Prep:
(silver tray/wafers)
Liz Harris

Communion Servers:
Ward Voorhees
Emilie Brustuen
Millie Tschetter

Video:
Mike Odello

TV slides:
Sawyer Fynboh

Nursery:
Pam Wiese

Accompanist:
Deb Mahoney

SUNDAY, SEPT 28
9:30am: Worship HC

Ushers:
Steve Just family
Al & Julie Monroe

Lector:
Sharon Ehlers

Acolyte:
Abram Suess
Kenzie Just

Communion Prep:
(silver tray/wafers)
Judy Buro

Communion Servers:
Doug Ehlers

Video:
Tony Feuchtenberger

TV slides:
Chance Buro

Nursery:
Michelle Just

Accompanist:
Suzanne Smith

PEANUTS

I LIKE A

- -

AFTERWARD, IT'S FUN TO
COME HOME AND HAVE A
CUP OF HOT CHOCOLATE..

" AND SIT IN

FRONT OF A

©PNTS

HAPPY

Sept 2 Allyn Plattner

Sept4  Linda Holland

Sept5  Jaelyn Flower, Elizabeth Harrison

Sept6  Vincent Feuchtenberger, Kahla
Gillespie, Steve Jungst, Michelle Just

Sept 8  Jason Christians

Sept9  Gary Knochenmus

Sept 12 Benjamin Ehlers, Emily Nelson,
Sarah Schultz

Sept 13 Don Ritter, Kevin Wevley

Sept 14 Jacob Hanson, Leo Nesvig

Sept 17 Rochelle Anderson

Sept 18 Cari Burnett

Sept 19  Laura McCormack

Sept 20 Anita Neisius

Sept 22  Riley (Decker) Nohl, Mackenze Grunig,
Mitchell Grunig

Sept 23 John Dosdall

Sept 24 Curtis Quisberg, Wyatt Schultz

Sept 25 Dale Jacobson, Jim Hills

Sept 27 Chance Buro

Sept 28 Robin McCulloch, Lori Wevley

Sept 29 Bess Boever

Sept 30 Crystal Nesvig, Kye Suess

Sept 2 Deb & Dick Mahoney

Sept5  Allan & Elizabeth Harris

Sept 8  David Jungst & Lindy Ekola

Sept 10 Dale & Lois Peterson

Sept 12 Neil & Pam Wiese

Sept 15 Jean & John Schultz

Sept 17 Heidi & Neil Suess

Sept 21 Dorwin & Millie Tschtter
Dennis & Natalie Ketterling

Sept 24 Jared & Makayla Flower

Sept 25 Doyle & Jone Anderson

Sept 28 Jim & Jacqui Hills
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY | THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 2 3 4 5 6
11am Pastors’ Text 11:30am Lunch 8am Men’s Bible
Study Bunch ?t. Study at Faith
12pm Gatherings Buddie’s in Lutheran
for Widows/ Hancock
Widowers at
Old #1
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
9:00am 11am Pastors’ Text 8am Men’s B'ble
Church without Walls Study Study at Faith
at FIRST with picnic Lutheran
lunch following at Spm Fall Dinner 6:30pm Element
Eastside Park Organizational Parent/Student
Meeting meeting at FIRST
9:30am Worship 7pm Council
at FEDERATED Meeting
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
9:30am Worship HC _ 8am Men’s Bible
at FIRST with 2pm Worship | 11am Pastors’ Text Study at Faith
Fellowship following | & MUS!C Study 6:30-8:00pm 2om 7i h Lutheran
10:45am FREE movie | Committee Element Kickoff pfgl |pp%ra_
at the Morris Theatre 4pm W at FIRST Bible Stu. yin
“Light of the pm Women fellowship hall
” of the ELCA
World” (rated PG) Fall Gatherin 6:30-8:00pm
. . : g : ;
3:00-5:00pm Fusion at Glenwood Fusion Bible

Kick Off at Bumpers study at FAITH

in Morris Lutheran
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
8:30am Sunday school 8am Men’s Bible
at Federated 11am Pastors’ Text | 12pm Newsletter Study at Faith
9:30am Worship Study Articles Due Lutheran
at FEDERATED with
Fellowship following 6:30-8:00pm
Element at FIRST
6:30-8:00pm
Fusion Bible
study & Sardines
at FAITH
28 29 30
8:30am Sunday school
at First 11am Pastors’ Text
9:30am Worship HC Study
at FIRST with

Fellowship following

All worship services are streamed live via Facebook (Morris-First Lutheran Church)
and YouTube (First Lutheran Church - Morris MN).
Recorded services available on our website at www.flcmorris.org

Rita is available Monday through Thursday from 8am to 4pm and is in church office
on Tuesday and Wednesday mornings. In the event of an emergency, she can reached
by phone call or text (320-287-2384) any day of the week.
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Morris Community Meal

held at First Lutheran Church
from 5:30-7:30pm on Monday, September 29

September's Meal will be held from 5:30-7:30 p.m. on Monday, September 29 at First Lutheran Church,
200 East 5th Street, in Morris.

Volunteer shifts are available from 2:00-9:00pm on Sunday, September 28 and Monday, September 29.
Volunteers will help wash and cut vegetables, prepare dishes, make desserts and set up, serve, and clean
up, depending on the shift.

Sharing food is a key way to build community. Morris Community Meals are free meals served to anyone
who wants to come. Regional businesses and organizations fund the meal, and students, faculty, staff,
and community members cook together and share a meal.

Morris Community Meal uses local foods and sustainable practices as much as possible, and strives to
share food from a variety of cultures. Gluten-free and vegan meals are always available. Anyone can get
involved as a co-sponsor, volunteer, or attendee!

The Morris Transit (call 320-589-1000) is available on Monday for free rides to the Community Meal.

— CHUCH COUNCIL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS: AUGUST 12, 2025 ———

Committee Reports:
* Education: working on plans/ideas for a special worship service at the Morris Theatre
* Property: AC units have been serviced again
* Mission and Evangelism: no report
* Worship and Music: hymns chosen for September, Music Scholarship, waiting for fall schedule from the council

Old Business:
e property insurance increase; quotes from other insurance companies were higher in premium

New Business:

* motion made and carried to change communion to be served around the rail to reduce the number of helpers
needed. Will also try switching to gluten free crackers for all instead of trying to keep two separate ones.

» Executive council will meet with the Federated Church council on August 13 to discuss continued collaboration.
Two meetings will be held to get feedback from the congregation; Tuesday, August 19 and on Sunday, August
24,

* The church’s automatic door locking and unlocking has been changed to shorter hours.

* Next council meeting on Tuesday, September 9 at 7:00pm. Devotions to be given by J. Mark. A special council
meeting will be held on August 26 to discuss results of the congregational meetings.

Treasurer’'s Report:
e Printed reports given to council members

JULY'S GIVING and EXPENSE

5$18,389.75 July Giving 5§21,202.49 July Expenses
5§154,389.59 Year-to-Date Giving $144,627.30 Year-to-Date Expenses




First Lutheran Church
200 East 5th St
Morris, MN 56267

Address Service Requested

First Lutheran Church, ELCA
200 East 5th Street
Morris, MN 56267

Phone: 320-589-3242
website: www.flcmorris.org
email: office@flcmorris.org

Worship Schedule
SEE SCHEDULE ON CALENDAR
Broadcasted live via Facebook and
YouTube; recorded services

available on our website.

Televised Services:
Tuesdays at 1:30pm

Facebook: Morris-First Lutheran Church

MediaCom: Channel 8 or 117-2 (digital)

STAFF

Pastor

Rita Bye, Office Manager
Wyatt Vavra, Custodian

CHURCH COUNCIL
Allen Monroe

J. Mark Nesvig
Naomi Fynboh
Matt Hilbrands
Bob Dalager
Elizabeth Harris
Bob Heck
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