September 2022

First Things

First Lutheran Church (ELCA) Chosen by Christ ~ Empowered to Serve

“O give thanks to the Lord, for God is good, God’s steadfast love endures forever.” Psalm 118:1

We are living in a time of incredible technological advancement, miracles of human ingenuity.
Now far beyond the invention of the wheel, to todays’ James Webb Space Telescope, GPS,
and the global internet system. Yet, with all our knowledge and genius, today society continues
to be challenged by environmental distress, war, racial mistrust and tension, denial,
changing international alliances, conspiracy theories, and misinformation. This can
make us wonder “where is truth” and “where is hope?”

The Bible, the Scriptures, is our source for truth, life, clarity of purpose, comfort, peace,
ethical living, hope and salvation. God’s Word is Jesus Christ, who reveals God’s purposes and
salvation. He is “the Word made flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory

as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.” (John 1:14) Jesus Christ comes us in Word
and Sacrament, God’s grace and truth revealed in our humanity. He is our healing and salvation!
And “he has given us a living hope, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.”
(I Peter 1: 3)

In him, grace and truth, reconciliation and God’s divine purpose, are revealed (John 1:1).
Every day is a good day to renew our worship life turning our gaze to the Living God in prayer,
praise and thanksgiving. On other occasions turning our gaze to the Holy One, in lament,
weakness, and tumult, imploring God for mercy, guidance, grace and peace....

“Grace happens!” A campus chaplain many of us knew and loved used to say this.
Where is grace happening in your life?

In the midst of the joys and troubles of life, may you and | hear God’s voice and turn our gaze
to Christ each day. Surely he is our Salvation, who has promised “I am with you always...”!
He comes to us as gently as a whisper.

“Let’s keep a firm grip on the promises that keep us going. God always keeps God’s word.
Let’s see how inventive we can be in encouraging love and helping out, not avoiding
worshipping together as some do but spurring each other on, especially as we see the
big Day approaching. (Hebrews 10: 24-25, The Message)

Pastor Dan




Dear First Lutheran Families,

We are excited for a great year of Sunday School at First
Lutheran! This year, Sunday School will be held twice each J N
month usually on the 1st and 3rd Sunday of each month "
from 8:30am to 9:30am. On the other weeks, we :
encourage children to worship with their families. Please
carefully note the schedule below for exceptions to the 1st
and 3rd Sundays. We needed to shift a few of these
Sundays in order to recognize other events.

Registration forms are available in the church Narthex and on-line on our website at www.flcmorris.org. Click
on the EDUCATION tab to print or view the registration form and class schedule.

The age groups for Sunday School and the schedule for the year look like this:
PreK-Kindergarten together

First and Second Grade together

Third-Fifth Grade together

September 11 & 18 *see note below about Sept 11th!
October 2 & 16

November 6 & 20

December 4 & 18 (Christmas Program on the 18th)
January 8 & 22

February 5 & 19

March 5 & 19

April 2 & 16

April 30th & May 14th

THANK YOU to our wonderful teachers. We look forward to a great year!

Peace,
First Lutheran Education Committee

Attention Youth and Parents!
Mark your calendars for Sundays, September 11th and 18th

*September 11 is Sunday school kick-off AND Church without Walls. A service project has been lined up for
the students to assemble Lutheran World Relief Kits at the church. We will not have Sunday school at 8:30am
but rather the kids will gather at worship (9:30am) with their family. After a group photo, the Sunday school
kids will be dismissed with teachers to their classrooms before everyone else leaves the sanctuary to begin
their service projects. Sunday school children can be picked up by parents after the service projects in the
courtyard around 11:30am. Lunch will follow at the Pomme de Terre Park. Please join us!

Sunday, September 18 is RALLY SUNDAY for all students!

* Bibles will be given (during the 9:30am worship service) to new Preschool students, 3rd & 4th Graders, and
the Confirmation Students (6th grade)

* Acolyte Training for 6th graders (and any other students that wish to attend) at 10:30am. Training will take
place after worship in the church sanctuary.




New Choir Director - Choir Begins Again!

After a long pause due to COVID, and the previous director’s move to a new community,
we are happy to announce that the choir will again be enriching our worship services!

We are delighted that we have a new Choir Director, Dr. Laura Wiebe, who has agreed to serve
as our new director. A Minnesota native, Laura most recently served as professor of music and choral
activities at a Methodist college in Missouri.

Dr. Wiebe grew up in Lakeview, MN, where she attended a Covenant church with her family,
and where she played keyboards — organ and piano for worship. She is in her second year
as Professor of Music, and Director of Choral Activities at UMM. She brings a wealth of experience
directing church choirs, as well as college choral ensembles. We are blessed to have her here.

You are welcome to come join the choir! Rehearsals begin on Sunday, August 28"
and each Sunday after (except when noted) at 8:30 a.m.

REMEMBERING BOBBY VEE....

Plans are in the works for a trip to the St. Cloud Paramount Theatre to see The Killer Vees present
Remembering Bobby Vee. On Tuesday, October 18th, we will travel by passenger van, leaving the church

parking lot at 9:30am and return to Morris around 5:30pm. We will also have lunch along the way.

The Killer Vees, will reunite one last time to say goodbye to their father, uncle, friend, mentor and band leader
Bobby Vee. Complete with Bobby’s touring string section and cast members from Teen Idol: The Bobby Vee
Story. The show will feature video and stories from Bobby’s career along with all the hits. Don’t miss it! Mark

your calendars for October 18!! More details will be listed on our October newsletter.

Support Missionary For A Day and honor a loved one ~ $15.00/day

Aug1l In memory of Bernice Belgum from Evelyn Warnes

Aug 2 In memory of Bernice Belgum from Evelyn Warnes

Aug 3  In memory of Bernice Belgum from Dick & Deb Mahoney

Aug 4  In memory of Blanche Van Kempen from Dick & Deb Mahoney

Aug5 Happy Birthday Wade Ehlers from mom and dad

Aug 6 In memory of Bernice Belgum from Pastor Dan Belgum

Aug 7  In memory of Bernice Belgum from Pastor Dan Belgum

Aug 8  Happy Birthday Donovan Curfman from Grandma Pam

Aug9 In memory of Blanche Van Kempen from Bernice Erdahl

Aug 10 In honor of Jim’s sister Eva on her 100th birthday from Jim & Marian Thraen
Aug 11 In loving memory of Brian Van Horn from his mother LaVonne Watson
Aug 12 In memory of Bernice Belgum from Pastor Dan Belgum

Aug 13 In memory of Charlie T. from Jo Solvie

Aug 14 In memory of Bernice Belgum from Jo Solvie

Aug 15 In memory Phyllis Rickmeyer from Jo Solvie

Aug 16 In memory of Dave Holman from Jo Solvie

Aug 14 Evangelical Radio Worship Broad in memory of Chuck Seip from his family

Our missionaries are Rev. Dr. Philip J. Knutson and Lou Knutson. The Knutsons have served for many years in
Southern Africa, and are based in South Africa. Philip was born and grew up in South Africa, the son of missionary
parents, and Lou is a native of South Africa. You can sponsor the Knutsons for $15 per day. You may give this in
memory, or in honor, of someone. Contact Rita in the church office if you need more information.




O Coffee Hour is served in the fellowship hall following the worship service on Sunday mornings. The Grace
Service Group is on the schedule to serve coffee hours during the month of September. Please sign up on the
church bulletin board across from the office. Those in the Peace Service Group are:

Justin & Lori Anderson Ryan & Summer Anderson Ray & Robi Bowman

Judy Buro Matt & Cari Burnett LeAnn Dean

Kellie Hentges Linda Holland Craig & Katie Knochenmus
Gary & Corrine Knochenmus Matt & Natasha Mortenson Dave Nelson

Allyn & Hannah Plattner Marlene Seip Chris & Bobbi Siegel

O Lunch Bunch meets on Wednesday, September 7th at 11:30am in the back room of Just Chillin” on 6th Street
in Morris. Join us...all are welcome!

O Newsletter Deadline for the September newsletter is noon on Thursday, September 22nd.

O Zipporah Bible Study meets on Thursday, September 22nd at 2:00pm in the church fellowship hall. Need to
drop something off for the Zipporah group? Their church mailbox is located in the office waiting area.

O Gatherings for Widows and Widowers will meet for lunch at noon (12:00pm) on Sunday, September 4 at
Common Cup. Order lunch off the menu and enjoy an opportunity to visit with old friends and meet new ones
who are also experiencing life as a widow/widower. No need to RSVP. Listen to KKOK/KMRS for any changes.

O Coffee & Chocolate! First Lutheran Church WELCA received a Thrivent grant to purchase Lutheran World
Relief coffee and chocolate. We will offer this for sale on Sundays in September while supplies last. In addition
to the 12 ounce packages of ground coffee we have sold before, there is a new steeped coffee product which is
sold in individual bags. A few bars of chocolate will also be available for sale. Proceeds from coffee sales will be
used for ongoing LWR projects.

O Kit Packing Event! Please consider donating items for Lutheran World Relief school kits, personal care kits or
baby kit supplies before our packing event during Church without Walls on Sunday, September 11. Information
on items for kits can be found on our website.

O Music Scholarship the Worship & Music Committee will once again be offering a Music Scholarship this fall.
One scholarship in the amount of $200 will be awarded. Applications are available in the church Narthex or can
be emailed if requested. Deadline to apply is Friday, September 30, 2022.

O Fall Gathering of the Glacial Ridge Conference of the Women will be held on Monday, September 19th at Our
Savior’s Lutheran Church in Chokio. $10 registration beginning at 4:00pm with a light supper and meeting
followed by a devotion and program. In Kind gifts for the Stevens County Food Shelf are encouraged.

O Donate with Venmo! You can quickly and easily make donations to First Lutheran through Venmo. Not
familiar with Venmo? (it’s a safe and easy way to transfer money) Check out and download the app on your
smart phone (available for Android and Apple) or check out their website at www.venco.com.

O Reminder! If you or someone you know is hospitalized, in a nursing home, or home-bound and would like a
pastoral visit or Holy Communion, please contact Pastor Dan at 320.894.3577 or the church office at
320.589.3242. Hospital and nursing home staff can not contact the Pastor or church office unless you
specifically request them to.

O Follow us on Facebook and send us a friend request at “Morris-First Lutheran Church.” Our worship services
are live-streamed on Sundays at 9:30am. We also try to add current event photos and updates to our Facebook
page.

O RUSC Kinship Mentoring is seeking adult volunteer mentors to spend at least four hours a month with a
young person. All mentors are required to complete a screening process which includes an application form,
personal interview, brackground check, and training session. Mentor applications can be found at
www.rusckinship.org or by contacting their office in person at 215 Atlantic Ave in Morris, by phone at 320-585-
7872 or by email at rusckinship@gmail.com.



2022-2023 Element: Confirmation Ministry

Dear Parents, Guardians,
& Grandparents of Element Youth!

| am excited to start up a new year of Element. | have been
prepping and praying for this new season!

Just a little info for those who may not be familiar with
Element: Element was created specifically for the 6'"-
gt graders in our churches! Element is a joining of
Confirmation and Fusion Youth. Learning the elements of

your faith in a fun and engaging space! This has been a
collaboration between the pastors of Faith Lutheran, First
Lutheran, Trinity Lutheran, Federated, St. Johns/Kongsvinger
of Donnelly, and Heather Black (Fusion Youth Ministry
Director).
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Our goal is to teach the 6 graders to learn and experience the elements of a Christian life. To believe,
know and experience God, connect with others, serve others in love and live out our faith daily! In 2022-23
we will be using the curriculum by LeaderTreks specifically written for 6-g™" graders called GEAR UP!! Gear
Up looks at common struggles of junior high students and addresses how to view those things through a
biblical lens. By studying various themes and books of the Bible, students will see that their faith impacts
the way they live, even now in junior high. Gear Up is designed to help students build a foundation of faith,
equipping them to follow Jesus. Help students learn what it means to pursue Jesus and commit to a life
with him.

Important dates to remember!

Wed., September 14: 6:00pm: Parents and youth meeting at First Lutheran Church! (at least one
parent and the youth involved must attend!) You will get the complete schedule for the year and
lots of more information at this meeting! We will have brownie sundaes after the meeting!

Wed., September 21: 6:00-7:30pm: Element kickoff at First Lutheran Church

Wed., September 28: 6:00-7:30pm: Element at First Lutheran Church

As always, if you have any questions or concerns, don’t hesitate to email or give me a call:
heatherblack.fusion@gmail.com or 320.349.0103. Have a great rest or your summer and | look forward to
seeing you all in September!

Heather Black,
Fusion Youth Ministry Director

The Olivewood Project Carving inventory will be shown for sale twice in the near future; once in September
and again in November. These make wonderful gifts or special art pieces for home or office. The September
sale will be on Wednesday, September 14th, the same night of the parent/youth Element informational
meeting. Sales will start at 5:00pm and go until the end of the meeting. Plan now to stop by the church

during the special inventory sale!
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KICKOFF!
PAINTBALL TRIP

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 18TH
NOON-8PM

WE WILL LEAVE AT NOON FROM
FIRST LUTHERAN'S PARKING LOT!

9TH-12TH GRADE ARE INVITED!
WE ARE HEADING TO CROSSFIRE PAINTBALL IN CLEARWATER, MN.

COST IS $45 (PLUS MONEY FOR SUPPER ON THE WAY HOME)
YOU WILL GET 3HRS OF PLAYTIME, 500 PAINTBALLS AND ALL THE
EQUIPMENT NEEDED TO HAVE A GREAT TIME!

SIGN UP TODAY!
ONLINE AT WWW.FUSION-MINISTRY.COM/EVENTS/SR-HIGH-PAINTBALL I

(DEADLINE TO SIGNUP IS SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 11TH)

Enjoy playing strategy games with fun and make memories

FUSID)
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Sr. High Fusion Youth: Youth in 9th-12th Grade

© Sunday, September 11: 6:30pm Sr. High Adult Leadership Meeting at First Lutheran Church
© Sunday, September 18: Paintball Trip (see above info)
© Sunday, September 25: 6:30pm Sr. High Fusion at First Lutheran Church

To sign up follow this link: o *|: “ 5
https://www.fusion-ministry.com/events/sr-high-paintball el %
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https://www.fusion-ministry.com/events/sr-high-paintball

September Worship Servants

Sunday, September 4: 9:30am Worship HC

Ushers: Al Harris, Judy & Chance Buro Lector: Cathy Andrerson

Nursery: Michelle Just Acolyte: Abigail Anderson & Brenna Jergenson
Communion: Vicki Dalager (silver tray) Comm Servers: Liz Harris, Emilie Brustuen, Tim Grove
Video: Mike Odello TV slides: Jennie Odello

Sunday, September 11: Church without Walls
Ushers: Steve Just family

Audio/Video: Tony Feuchtenberger TV slides: Giana Feuchtenberger
Sunday, September 18 9:30am Worship
Ushers: Dick Smith, Michael Bjorklund, Dave Jungst Lector: Amy Dougherty
Nursery: Lindy Ekola Acolyte: Grant Anderson & Kye Suess
Video: Kyle Dougherty TV slides: Owen Anderson
Sunday, September 25: 9:30am Worship HC (Blue Hymnal)
Ushers: Steve Just, Ray & Robi Bowman Lector: Ray Bowman
Nursery: Ann Erdahl Acolyte: Dane Dybdahl & Sawyer Fynboh
Communion: Sharon Ehlers (silver tray) Comm Servers: Cheryl Higgins, Millie Tschetter, Doug Ehlers
Video: Steve Wagnher TV slides: Lydia Fynboh
HAPPY

Sept 24 Curtis Quisberg, Wyatt Schultz
Sept 25 Dale Jacobson, Jim Hills

Sept 27 Chance Buro

Sept 28 Robin McCulloch, Lori Wevley
Sept 29 Bess Boever

Sept 30 John Eblen, Kye Suess

Sept 3  Yvonne Evenson
Sept4 Linda Holland
Sept 5 Jaelyn Flower, Elizabeth Harrison

Sept 6  Vincent Feuchtenberger, Kahla Gillespie, HAPPY

Steve Jungst, Michelle Just l
Sept 7 Jo Hoffart WW
Sept 8 Jason Christians, Landyn Lentsch

Sept9 Gary Knochenmus Sept3 Jim & Jill Beauregard

Sept 10 Jennifer Mattheis Sept 5 Allan & Elizabeth Harris

Sept 12 Benjamin Ehlers, Emily Nelson, Sept 8  David Jungst & Lindy Ekola
Sarah Schultz, Harvey VanHorn Sept 10 Dale & Lois Peterson

Sept 13 Don Ritter, Kevin Wevley Sept 12 Neil & Pam Wiese

Sept 14 Jacob Hanson Sept 14 Dale & Zona Jacobson

Sept 17 Rochelle Anderson Sept 15 Jean & John Schultz

Sept 18 Oliver Averbeck, Cari Burnett, Eli Grove Sept 17 Heidi & Neil Suess

Sept 19 Laura McCormack Sept 21 Robert & Janis Waller

Sept 20 Matt Mortenson, Anita Neisius Dorwin & Millie Tschtter

Sept 22 Riley Decker, Mackenze Grunig, Dennis & Natalie Ketterling
Mitchell Grunig Sept 25 Doyle & Jone Anderson

Sept 23 John Dosdall Sept 28 Jim & Jacqui Hills



All worship services are in-person, in addition to being streamed live via Facebook and YouTube.

September 2022

Recorded services available on our website at www.flcmorris.org

6:30pm Sr. Fusion at
First

Element Class
at First

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
ol » 1 2 4
é’*'g .%‘('g&« 8:00am Men's
RN PR 3pm Mission& | Bible Study at
% 6 % 3:00pm Pastor at Evangelism Faith Lutheran
%" West Wind Mtg
Village
3 A (worship)
* I / I /
™
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
8:30am Choir Rehearsal 11:00am Pastor’s 8:30am Share & 8:00am Men’s
9:30am Worship HC CHURCH OFFICE Text Study 11:30am Lunch Care (quilting Bible Study at
10:30am Coffee Hour CLOSED FOR Bunch at Just group) Faith Lutheran
12:00pm Gatherings for | LABOR DAY 6:00pm Property Chillin’ 10:00am Pastor at
Widows/Widowers at Committee Mtg Skyview Plaza
Common Cup (worship)
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
CHURCH W/O WALLS 11:00am Pastor’s 8:00am Men'’s
8:30am Choir Rehearsal Text Study 5:00pm Bible Study at
9:30am Worship Olivewood Faith Lutheran
10:00-11:30am Work 6:30pm Worship Sales at First 2:00pm Zipporah
Projects & Music Bible Study in
11:45am Lunch at Meeting 6:00pm Element fellowship hall
Pomme de Terre Park Student/Parent
with Faith Lutheran Info Meeting at
6:30pm Fusion Adult First
Leader Meeting
18 RALLY SUNDAY 19 20 21 22 23 24
8:30am Choir Rehearsal 11:00am Pastor’s 8:30am Share & 8:00am Men’s
8:30am Sunday school Text Study Care (quilting Bible Study at
9:30am Worship 4:00pm WELCA group) Faith Lutheran
10:30am Coffee Hour Glacial Ridge | 7:00pm Council 6:00-7:30pm
10:30am Acolyte Conf at Our Meeting Element kickoff | 12:00pm
Training Savior’s at First Newsletter
Churchin Articles Due
Sr. Fusion Paint Ball Trip| Chokio
25 26 28 28 29 30
8:30am Choir Rehearsal 11:00am Pastor’s
9:30am Worship HC Text Study
(Blue Hymnal)
10:30am Coffee 6:00-7:30pm




August 2022 Church Council Meeting Highlights

Secretary’s Report: Minutes from the July meeting were reviewed. Bob moved to accept the minutes as printed,

seconded by Jackie.

Treasurer’s Report: Financial reports were reviewed by each member. Giving has been down over the summer
months. Denise will be in contact with Laurie at Morris and Associates.

Pastor’s Report: A written report was given to each council member. Highlight of Pastor’s report was the ELCA
Churchwide Assembly in Ohio.

Committee Reports:
* Mission & Evangelism: the committee has been working on Church without Walls
* Worship & Music Committee met this month and have chosen hymns for the upcoming services.
* Youth/Education Committee is working on the Sunday school schedule.
* Property Committee is looking into having someone fix the sanctuary and the courtyard fence.

Old Business
* Dr. Laurie Wiebe has accepted the Choir Director position. Pastor Dan will be in contact with her about the
choir schedule.
* Church without Walls is progressing well with setting up work projects and volunteers. They have an upcoming
meeting on Wed., August 17.
* Short discussion on the live broadcasting of the worship service. Broadcasting will remain as is.

New Business: There was no New Business to discuss. Next council meeting on Tuesday, Sept 20th at 7:00pm.
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Church Without Walls Sunday, September 11, 2022

Name(s):

Best Phone Contact:

E-mail:

1. Name a new thing where people of First Lutheran may work in service, to enhance our community in
some way.

2. Given the list of past projects, please check v all the projects for which you have experience. Then,
with the same list of projects, place an X next to projects that you think might be nice to try. Next,
circle your top three choices for which you would like to serve.

_ PERSONAL CARE KITS, NEWBORN KITS, HEALTH KITS, SCHOOL KITS
__ COOKIE BAKING

__ CARD MAKING

__ PICNIC FOOD PREPARATION/CLEAN-UP

__ WESTWIND VILLAGE

__ OPTIONS FOR WOMEN

__ SOMEPLACE SAFE

___ MORRIS PUBLIC LIBRARY

__ STEVENS COUNTY DEVELOPMENT ACHIEVEMENT CENTER (DAC)
_ COMMUNITY PARK/CITY CLEAN-UP

_ BALL PARKS CLEAN-UP

_ HIGHWAY CLEAN-UP

__ MORRIS AREA SCHOOLS GROUNDS & BLEACHER CLEAN-UP

All of the projects listed are not necessarily offered, but will be developed if we have willing individuals.

Liability Release Agreement: |/We understand that there are inherent risks involved in any service project, and I/we
hereby release First Lutheran Church, its staff and volunteers from any and all liability due to any injury, loss, or
damage to person or property that may occur during the course of my/our involvement with Church Without Walls. |
understand that |/we may be photographed or videotaped by First Lutheran or Faith Lutheran Churches while
participating in Church Without Walls, and authorize the use of those photos in any church advertising/website use.

Signature (s) Date:




Church Without Walls 2022

Sunday, September 11
9:30-9:50am Worship & Send-off
- 10:00-11:30am Service Projects
11:45am-12:30pm Lunch at Pomme de Terre Park with Faith Lutheran

Overview

God’s mission has a Church. God’s mission is life, life-giving.

Goals

1. Learn from the community of Morris and the world
2. Respond with gifts of service, resources, talents

Specifications

We all have a network of work, friendship and family relationships. Within your network of
relationships, how might the people, and resources, of First Lutheran Church best utilize their
energies in service? Where can work for justice be done? Where can kindness and love be shown?
Where can service be accomplished?

Efforts

You are being asked to bring forth ideas, small or great, that can be organized into individual or group
work.

Return this form to an usher or to the Church Office by Monday, August 8th.
Late forms accepted. Walk Ins on event day are welcomed. Invite a friend.

This form is designed to be used singly, although some couples may wish to work the same
projects. Older children may wish to make their own choices. Younger children will be set up to work
with their peers as Sunday School Groups. After receiving responses, the Mission & Evangelism
planners will determine which/how many projects may be conducted. Planners will contact people to
confirm their service for the day.



