First Lutheran Church, Morris MN
Order of Worship for Sunday, August 30, 2020: 13th Sunday after Pentecost

Gathering

“For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.” —Matthew 18:20

Welcoming and Announcements
Hymn: “You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore” #817
1. You have come down to the lakeshore
seeking neither the wise nor the wealthy,
but only asking for me to follow. (Refrain)
3. You need my hands, my exhaustion,
working love for the rest of the weary
a love that's willing to go on loving. (Refrain)

2. You know full well what I have, Lord;
neither treasure nor weapons for conquest,
just these my fish nets and will for working. (Refrain)
4. You who have fished other waters;
you, the longing of souls that are yearning:
O loving Friend, you have come to call me. (Refrain)

Refrain: Sweet Lord, you have looked into my eyes;
kindly smiling, you've called out my name.
On the sand I have abandoned my small boat;
now with you, I will seek other seas.
Music and words by Cesareo Gabarain; © 1979 OCP Publications. Used with permission under One License #A-710041

Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
You are the treasured people of the Lord, a people holy to the Lord our God.
Keep the words of the Lord in your heart; teach them to your children. Talk to them when you are at home
and when you are away, when you lie down and when you rise.
One does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord.
Let us pray.
Prayer of the Day
O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of suffering for the sake of the world. Humble us by
his example, point us to the path of obedience, and give us strength to follow your commands, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Word
Reading: Jeremiah 15:15-21
O LORD, you know; remember me and visit me, and bring down retribution for me on my persecutors. In
your forbearance do not take me away; know that on your account I suffer insult. Your words were found,
and I ate them, and your words became to me a joy and the delight of my heart; for I am called by your
name, O LORD, God of hosts. I did not sit in the company of merrymakers, nor did I rejoice; under the weight
of your hand I sat alone, for you had filled me with indignation. Why is my pain unceasing, my wound
incurable, refusing to be healed? Truly, you are to me like a deceitful brook, like waters that fail. Therefore
thus says the LORD: If you turn back, I will take you back, and you shall stand before me. If you utter what is
precious, and not what is worthless, you shall serve as my mouth. It is they who will turn to you, not you
who will turn to them. And I will make you to this people a fortified wall of bronze; they will fight against
you, but they shall not prevail over you, for I am with you to save you and deliver you, says the LORD. I will
deliver you out of the hand of the wicked, and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless.
Reading: Psalm 26:1-8
Give judgment for me, O Lord, for I have lived with integrity; I have trusted in the Lord
and have not faltered.
Test me, O Lord, and try me; examine my heart and my mind.
For your steadfast love is before my eyes; I have walked faithfully with you.
I have not sat with the worthless, nor do I consort with the deceitful.
I have hated the company of evildoers; I will not sit down with the wicked.
I will wash my hands in innocence, O Lord, that I may go in procession around your altar,
singing aloud a song of thanksgiving and recounting all your wonderful deeds.
Lord, I love the house in which you dwell and the place where your glory abides.
Reading: Romans 12:9-21
Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; love one another with mutual affection;
outdo one another in showing honor. Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope,
be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to
strangers. Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice with those who rejoice,
weep with those who weep. Live in harmony with one another; do not be haughty, but associate with the
lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is
noble in the sight of all. If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. Beloved, never
avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God; for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay,
says the Lord.” No, “if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them something to
drink; for by doing this you will heap burning coals on their heads.” Do not be overcome by evil, but
overcome evil with good.
Gospel Acclamation
(Blue Hymnal pg. 48)

Word of life, Jesus Christ, all glory to you!
Word of life, Jesus Christ, all praise to you!
Our hearts burn within us while you open to us the Scriptures.
Word of life, Jesus Christ, all glory to you!
Word of life, Jesus Christ, all praise to you!

Gospel: Matthew 16:21-28

(response after announcement of Gospel: Glory to you, O Lord)

From that time on, Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great
suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be
raised. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must never
happen to you.” But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me;
for you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” Then Jesus told his disciples, “If
any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For
those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. For what
will it profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their
life? “For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay
everyone for what has been done. Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who will not taste death
before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.”
(response after reading of Gospel: Praise to you, O Christ)
Message
Hymn: “Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song” #808
1. Lord Jesus, you shall be my song as I journey;
I'll tell everybody about you wherever I go:
you alone are our life and our peace and our love.
Lord Jesus, you shall be my song as I journey.
2. Lord Jesus, I'll praise you as long as I journey;
May all of my joy be a faithful reflection of you.
May the earth and the sea and the sky join my song.
Lord Jesus, I'll praise you as long as I journey.
3. As long as I live, Jesus, make me your servant,
to carry your cross and to share all your burdens and tears.
For you saved me by giving your body and blood.
As long as I live, Jesus, make me your servant.
4. I fear in the dark and the doubt of my journey;
but courage will come with the sound of your steps by my side.
And will all of the family you saved by your love,
we'll sing to your dawn at the end of our journey.
Text & Music: Les Petites Soeurs de Jesus. © 1970 Stephen Somerville. Used with permission under One License #A-710041

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Build yourselves up on your most holy faith; pray in the Holy Spirit.
Keep yourselves in the love of God; look forward to the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ.
If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation. Everything old has passed away; behold everything has
become new!
God has given us the ministry of reconciliation. Therefore, let us be reconciled to God and to one another.
Gracious God, have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us our sins, know and unknown, things done
and left undone. Uphold us by your Spirit so that we may live and serve you in newness of life, to the
honor and glory of your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in
all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.
Sharing the Peace
Sisters and brothers, rejoice. Mend your ways, encourage one another, agree with one another, live in
peace. The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.
(please share a sign of peace with one another)
Offering/Offertory
“Amen, We Praise Your Name” #846
Sing praises!
Amen, we praise your name, O God!
Sing praises!
Amen, we praise your name, O God!
Sing praises!
Amen, amen. Amen, amen.
Amen, we praise your name, O God!
Sing praises!
Music: S.C. Molefe. Text: South African traditional. © Gobingca Mxadana. Used with permission under OneLicense #A-710041

The Prayers
Let us pray. God, our Creator, you open wide your hand and satisfy the desire of every living creature.
With these gifts we bless you for your tender nurture and care. Help us to delight in your will and walk in
your ways, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
As God’s people called to love one another, let us pray for the needs of the Church, the human family, and
all the world. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy Kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Blessing

Sending
Hymn: “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” #631
1. Love divine, all loves excelling,
Joy of heaven to earth come down!
Fix in us thy humble dwelling,
all thy faithful mercies crown.
Jesus, thou art all compassion,
pure, unbounded love thou art;
visit us with thy salvation,
enter every trembling heart.

2. Breathe, O breathe thy loving Spirit
into every troubled breast;
let us all in thee inherit,
let us find the promised rest.
Take away the love of sinning;
Alpha and Omega be;
end of faith, as its beginning,
set our hearts at liberty.

3. Come, Almighty to deliver,
let us all thy life receive;
suddenly return, and never,
nevermore thy temples leave.
Thee we would be always blessing,
serve thee as thy hosts above,
pray and praise thee without ceasing,
glory in thy perfect love.
Text: Charles Wesley. Music: Rowland H. Prichard. Public Domain.

Benediction
Go in peace, serve the Lord! Thanks be to God!

Family and friends of Charles Seip, Laura (Ryan) Anderson and family on the death of her brother Trevor
Warner, Mick Rose, those affected by COVID-19, those who serve in the military, families of victims of war,
terrorism and violence, those in our nursing homes and those who are homebound. Continue to pray for the
overseas missionary we support. Pastor Alex LaChappelle serving as a pastor of Nairobi International
Lutheran in Kenya, Africa. Note: you may honor a loved one and support Pastor LaChapelle in Kenya.

