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First Lutheran Church (ELCA) 
Chosen by Christ.  Empowered to Serve. 

       August 2025 

FEDERATED CHURCH Sunday, Aug 3: 9:30am Worship with Holy Communion 

FIRST LUTHERAN Sunday, Aug 10: 9:30am Worship with Holy Communion 

FEDERATED CHURCH Sunday, Aug 17: 9:30am Worship 

FIRST LUTHERAN Sunday, Aug 24: 9:30am Worship with Holy Communion 

FEDERATED CHURCH Sunday, Aug 31: 9:30am Worship 

Volunteers are needed for the UMM Welcome Picnic on Monday, August 18th, 

afternoon and early evening.  Volunteers are welcome to eat at the picnic.  You do not 

need to volunteer for the entire time-frame.  We wish to put friendly faces to First 

Lutheran Church at this event, which is meant to welcome students and faculty to the 

community.   Signing up to volunteer is easy!   

Simply follow this link: https://tinyurl.com/UMM-Welcome-Picnic-2025 

UMM  
WELCOME  

PICNIC 

Church Without Walls 2025 
Sunday, September 7 

9:00am: Kickoff Worship Service 
9:30am:  Service Project Work 

11:30am: “Be My Guest Picnic” at Eastside Park 
 

Fill out the registration form on page 3 or register on-line!   
Online registration is available on our website at www.flcmorris.org  or use the QR code below 

 

 
Overview: God's mission has a Church. God's mission is life, life-giving.  

Goals:   1. Learn from the community of Morris and the world  

 2. Respond with gifts of service, resources, talents.  

Specifications: We all have a network of work, friendship and family relationships. Within your network of 

 relationships, how might the people, and resources, of First Lutheran Church best utilize their energies 
 in service? Where can work for justice be done? Where can kindness and love be shown? Where can 
 service be accomplished?  

Efforts: You are being asked to organize into individual or group work.  
 

PLEASE REGISTER EARLY!! 
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School Supplies  
for Lutheran World Relief 

 
Believe it or not, school supplies will be on sale soon! 
When you are purchasing for your school supplies for 
your kids, please consider purchasing extra for 
Lutheran World Relief. 
 
Donations of school supplies can be dropped off in the 
box in the church Narthex.  Cash donations will also be 
accepted, but please leave in the church office. 
 
Listed below are the items that will be put in each 
School Kit.  Please do not substitute any of the items, as 
we can only use what is listed. 

 Four (4) 70-sheet notebooks of wide or college 
ruled paper, approximately 8” x 10½”.  No loose leaf 
paper 

 One (1) 30-centimeter ruler, or a ruler with 
centimeters on one side and inches on the other 

 One (1) pencil sharpener 

 One (1) pair of blunt scissors (safety scissors with 
embedded steel blades work well) 

 Five (5) unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers, 
secured together with a rubber band 

 Five (5) black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink), 
secured together with a rubber band 

 One (1) box of 16 or 24 crayons 

 One (1) 2½” eraser 

WELCA NEWS 

WELCA SCHOOL KITS: While you are out shopping for school supplies for the next school year, please 
consider purchasing items to donate for Lutheran World Relief (LWR) School kits. This list of items needed is printed 
below. We will hold a Packing event on Sunday, September 7.  The Sunday School students will be helping us pack 
these school kits in addition to Lutheran World Relief Personal Care Kits and Global Health Ministries Newborn kits.  
 

Donations of used white sheets would also be appreciated.  These are used for rolled bandages for Global Health 
Ministries.  Also, used pillowcases of any color are needed. We use this to package Newborn kit items for GHM. 
Donation boxed will be in the church Narthex. Thanks for your help! 

Please consider donating apples and rhubarb for our spring 2026 pie making event., If you are willing to donate and 
cut up your own fruit, please put the fruit in containers or freezer bags with the number of cups labeled and dated. 
We have a freezer space available at church to store the fruit in. If you have apples this year and would like to donate 
for our pies but are not able to cut them up yourselves, please contact Sharon Ehlers 320-808-4500 or Emilie 
Brustuen 719-440-8575 or leave your name with Rita at the church office, 320-589-3242. 
 
Following a July WELCA meeting, it was voted to donate 2025 Pie sales proceeds to the following: 

$500 First Lutheran Youth Fusion   
$100 First Lutheran Youth Camp Scholarships 
$100 Someplace Safe 
$100 RUSC Kinship 
$100 Stevens County DAC 
$100 Options for Women 
$100 Heartland Girls Ranch 
$100 Luther Crest Bible Camp  

    $1200 TOTAL DONATED 

WOMEN OF THE ELCA FALL GATHERING 
The Glacial Ridge Conference Women of the ELCA will be held on Monday, September 15 at Glenwood Lutheran 
Church, 206 Minnewaska Ave E., Glenwood MN.  Registration begins at 4:00pm with light meal at 4:30pm; $10 
registration fee.  Julia & Della Conroy will present “The Sunset of Your Life” which is free and open to the public 
starting at 6:00pm.  Raffle: $5 per ticket with 50% to artist and 50% to Glacial Ridge Conference.  Make plans to 
attend and join your sisters in Christ for the theme “The Sunset of Your Life.” 
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2025 Church without Walls Registration Form  
Please fill out for each participant, or if choosing a project for an entire family.  

 
1. I’m registering for: 

 Myself/1 person 

 My family/ Multiple People - Same Project 

2. Name:_________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. If registering for family/multiple people, list the number of people in group: _______________ 

4. If registering for family/multiple people, list first and last names of each participant: 

 ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Cell Phone Number (for day of event):_______________________________________________________ 

6.  Email address:__________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Service Activities Selection: 
Please select one morning service project.  You will go to your project following the morning worship at 9:30am. 
 
Choose your Service Project:  (mark only one) 
 LWR & Health Mission Kits Assembly (on site project) Sunday school children and adults needed 

 Cookies for hospitality (on site project) 

 Someplace Safe Store: clean-up and sorting (off site project) 

 City Park Baseball Fields: (off site project)  This project is shared with Faith Lutheran 

 Eastside Park: (off site project) Bring gloves for raking playgroup chips and grounds clean-up. 

 Courage Cottage: Music, Chalk Art, Games with residents & Window washing. (off site project) Bring your 
own things. 

 Food Preparations for Picnic (off site project): prepare, serve, clean up 

 
Is there anything else you would like event organizers to know about? i.e. You may state: I/We will work ANY 
PROJECT.  Please describe any special needs or accommodations necessary.  Call or text Emilie at 719-440-8575 with 
any questions. 
 ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

  
Liability Release Agreement: I/We understand that there are inherent risks involved in any service project, and I/we 
hereby release First Lutheran Church, its staff and volunteers from any and all liability due to any injury, loss, or 
damage to person or  property that may occur during the course of my/our involvement with Church Without Walls. I 
understand that I/we may be  photographed or videotaped by First Lutheran or Faith Lutheran Churches while 
participating in Church Without Walls, and authorize the use of those photos in any church advertising/website use.  
By signing below, you agree to the above release. 
 
Signature (s) 
 
_______________________________________________________________Date:_________________________ 
 
 

Registration is also available on-line!   
Check out our website at www.flcmorris.org and click on the link! 
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Coffee Hour  is served in the fellowship hall before 
the worship service on Sunday mornings.  The FAITH 
Service Group is on the schedule to serve coffee hour 
during the month of August. Those in the Faith Service 
Group are:  Eugene & Cathy Anderson, Greg & Naomi 
Fynboh, Glen & Kahla Gillespie, Mark & Mary Huebner, 
Dave Jungst & Lindy Ekola, Diane Nelson, Mike & 
Denise Odello, John & Jean Schultz, Sarah & Colby 
Schultz, Cathy Solvie. Please sign up on the bulletin 
board across from the church office.  
 

Lunch Bunch meets on Wednesday, August 6 at 
11:30am at China Panda in Morris. Order from the 
menu; pay your own way.  All are welcome to join us! 
 

Community Picnic Wednesday, August 13 from 
5:00-6:30pm at West Wind Village Wells Park Atrium. 
All are welcome for a night of food and fun! Enjoy a 
delicious meal, silent auction and toe-tapping music.  
Hosted by Morris Health Services. 
 

Newsletter Deadline  for the September 
newsletter is noon on Thursday, August 21.  
 

Zipporah Bible Study  meets on Thursday, August 
21 at 2:00pm in the church fellowship hall.   
 

Stevens County Food Shelf  supplies a 5-day 
emergency or supplemental food package to residents 
of Stevens County.  There is no fee for this service, but 
clients must provide proof of residency. The food shelf 
welcomes people’s donations of food to support our 
community.  Monetary donations are also very helpful 
in purchasing food supplies.  The Food Shelf is located 
on the corner of 7th Street and Iowa Ave and their 
hours are: Mondays: 2:30pm - 3:30pm; Tuesdays and 
Thursdays: 5:30pm - 6:30pm; Wednesdays and Fridays: 
10:30am - 11:30 am. You can reach the food shelf at 
320.589.7436. 
 

Pastoral Visit  If you or a family member are 
hospitalized and would like a pastoral visit, please 
contact the church office and a pastor will be 
contacted to visit you.  Even though you may be asked 
your religious affiliation during check-in, the hospital 
staff can not share that information without you 
specifically requesting they contact your church.   

 
Daily Grace  Need an on-the-go companion for 
your faith journey?  Just go to the Women of the ELCA 
website (www.womenoftheelca.org) and sign up for 
the “Daily Grace.”  Reflect, pray, and prepare for the 
day. 

Stevens County Food Drop 
Tuesday, August 12 

Morris Area High School Parking lot 
Registration begins at 3:00pm and  

ends at 6:00pm or when food is gone. 
Donations to contribute to this event can be sent to 
Stevens County Food Shelf, “Food Drop Program”,  

701 Iowa Ave., Morris MN  56267 
 
 

Volunteers are also needed for this event.   
Please scan the QR code below to help out. 

 

Volunteers for Food Drop 
Volunteers will be needed on Monday, August 11 (for 
food packing) starting at 1:00pm and going until the job 
is completed, and again on Tuesday, August 12 (for 
distribution) starting at 2:30pm, and is held at the 
Morris Area High School, 201 S. Columbia Ave., Morris. 
Come and go as your schedule allows. Sign up to 
volunteer at https://ow.ly/lcC050W4Ohx or with the QR 
link below. 

Ignite the Future!  
 

Volunteer with Element for the upcoming 2025-2026 
year!  Those with a heart for young people and desire 
to make a lasting impact are encouraged to join the 
team! Help create an environment where youth can 
discover their faith, build strong relationships, and 
experience the transformative power of the Gospel! We 
are seeking 5 passionate volunteers, 1 male and 4 
females; committed to nurturing the next set of 6-8th 
graders!  
 

No experience is necessary, just a willingness to learn 
with a heart and desire to connect with youth.  We will 
make sure volunteers feel confident & equipped in their 
role.  
 

To learn more, visit the website: 
https://www.fusion-ministry.com/contact-us, 
email: fusionministry.connect@gmail.com 
or call/text Haley Ourada at 763-688-1971.  

https://www.fusion-ministry.com/contact-us
mailto:fusionministry.connect@gmail.com
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Aug 1 Cooper Nesvig 
Aug 2 Sarah Buchanan 
Aug 5 Wade Ehlers 
Aug 6 Mark Anderson 
Aug 7 Brenna Jergenson 
Aug 11 Dennis Ketterling, Hannah Schneider 
Aug 12 Brienna Dybdahl, Emmitt House,  
 Madilyn Schneider 
Aug 13 Bentlee Burnett, Brandon Jergenson,  
 Suzanne Smith 
Aug 15 Bob Heck, Abram Suess 
Aug 18 Judy Buro 
Aug 19 Mary Krattenmaker, Claire Reed 
Aug 20 Summer Anderson, Delbert Crow 
Aug 23 Brenna Monroe 
Aug 28 Carol Voorhees 
Aug 30 Cathy Anderson, Cody Krosch 
Aug 31 DiAnn Mithun 

Aug 6 John & Diane Dosdall 
Aug 7 Gwen & Steve Rudney 
Aug 12 Chris & Bobbi Siegel 
Aug 13 Magen & Tony Feuchtenberger 
Aug 16 Heather & Tom Schneider 
Aug 18 Ron & Deanna Rosen 
Aug 22 Rob & Peggy Jergenson 
Aug 29 Peggy & Randy Lussenden 
Aug 29 Rochelle & Jamie Van Kempen 

 

SUNDAY,  AUGUST 10 
9:30am: Worship  

SUNDAY,  AUGUST 24 
9:30am: Worship  

Ushers:   
Bob Heck 

Al & Julie Monroe 

Ushers:   
Al Harris 

Judy & Chance Buro 

Lector: 
 Denise Odello 

Lector:   
Allyn Plattner  

Acolytes:   
Aubrey Williamson 
Ashlyn Williamson 

Acolyte:  
Abram Suess 
Kenzie Just 

Communion Prep:   
(silver tray/wafers) 

Sharon Ehlers 

Communion Prep:   
(silver tray/wafers) 

Liz Harris   

Communion Servers:   
Vicki Dalager 

Ward Voorhees  
 Liz Harris 

Communion Servers:   
 Doug & Sharon Ehlers 

Emilie Brustuen 

Video:   
 Mike Odello 

Video:   
Tony Feuchtenberger  

TV slides:  
Owen Nesvig 

TV slides:  
Giana Feuchtenberger 

Nursery:  
 Jone Anderson 

Nursery:   
Michelle Just  

Accompanist:   
 Jennie Odello 

Accompanist:   
Deb Mahoney  

AUGUST WORSHIP SERVANTS 

West Central Area Charities is 
holding a Feed My Starving 
Children food packing event 
at the Morris Elementary 
School Cafeteria on the 
following days/times: 
 
 

 

Monday, Aug 25:   
 1:00-1:45pm (unload) 
 1:45-3:30pm (set up) 
 4:30-6:30pm | 7:00-9:00pm (packing) 

Tuesday, Aug 26:   
 2:00-4:00pm | 5:00-7:00pm | 7:30-9:30pm (packing) 

Wed., Aug 27:  
 2:00-4:00pm | 5:00-7:00pm (packing) 
 7:00-9:30pm (clean up) 

 
For further information and to sign up, or donate, go to 
https://www.fmsc.org/get-involved/volunteer. Under 
MobilePack Events, look for “2508-075EA West Central 
Area Churches.”   You can also contact Robin at 320-226-
1902 or westcentralareacharities@gmai.com. Thank you 
for your support! 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 
 
  
 
    

1 
 

2 
 

8am Men’s Bible 
Study at Faith 
Lutheran 

 
  

3 
 

8:30-11:30am   
  Morris Scholarship 
Committee Meeting 

 
9:30am Worship HC  
at FEDERATED with 
coffee/Fellowship 
following 

4 
 

5 
 

11am Pastors’ Text 
Study 

12pm Gatherings 
for Widows/
Widowers at  

  Old #1 
 

6 
11:30am Lunch 
Bunch at China 
Panda in Morris 

7 
 

8 9 
 

8am Men’s Bible 
Study at Faith 
Lutheran 

 
 

10 
 

9:30am Worship HC  
at FIRST with 
fellowship following 

 
  

  

11 12 
 

11am Pastors’ Text 
Study 

2pm Worship & 
Music Committee 

3pm - 6pm Food 
Drop at MAHS 

 

7pm Council 
Meeting 

13 14 
 
 
 

 

15 
 

16 
8am Men’s Bible 
Study at Faith 
Lutheran 

17 
9:30am Worship        
at FEDERATED with 
Fellowship following 

18 19 
 
11am Pastors’ Text 
Study 

 
 

20 
 
  
 
 

21 
 

12pm 
Newsletter 
Articles Due 

 

2pm Zipporah 
Bible Study in 
fellowship hall 

22 23 
8am Men’s Bible 
Study at Faith 
Lutheran 

24 
9:30am Worship HC   
at FIRST with 
Fellowship following 

25 26 
 
11am Pastors’ Text 
Study 

 
 

17 28 29 30 
8am Men’s Bible 
Study at Faith 
Lutheran 

31 
9:30am Worship        
at FEDERATED with 
Fellowship following 

 
All worship services are streamed live via Facebook (Morris-First Lutheran Church)  

and YouTube (First Lutheran Church - Morris MN).   
Recorded services available on our website at www.flcmorris.org    

 
Rita’s summer work hours: Monday through Wednesday, with in church hours on Tuesday 

and Wednesday mornings. In the event of an emergency, she can reached by phone call  
or text (320-287-2384) any day of the week. 
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$11,249.75 June Giving  $13,968.40 June Expenses 

$113,991.74 Year-to-Date Giving  $123,424.81 Year-to-Date Expenses 

Committee Reports: 

 Education:  Joint VBS between Faith, First & Federated, with shared expenses for meals and campership fees. 
 Property: AC units have been cleaned and sump pump repaired 
 Mission and Evangelism: working on Church without Walls and UMM Welcome Picnic 
 Worship and Music: did not meet in July 

 

Old Business:  

 compensation for Pastor Matt for the summer shared worship services discussed and approved 
 discussed possibility of part-time interim pastor  
 survey to be handed out during worship for input on joint services and interim pastor 

 

New Business: 

 Community Meal served by First Lutheran on September 29; volunteers needed. 
 Next council meeting on Tuesday, August 12 at 7:00pm. Devotions to be given by Naomi. 

 

Treasurer’s Report:  

• Printed reports given to council members 

CHUCH COUNCIL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS: July 15, 2025 

 

 

 

July 1 In memory of Cara Nachbor from Cheryl Higgins 
July 2 In memory of Shirly O’Keefe from Cheryl Higgins 
July 10-16 Thank you for the thoughts and prayers from Judy Bluth 
July 18 In memory of Howard Jensen from Jo Solvie 
July 20 In memory of Gene Fynboh from Doug & Sharon Ehlers 
July 21 In memory of Dick Ross from Jo Solvie 
July 22 In memory of Myrna Hufford from Jo Solvie 

 
You can sponsor the missionaries of the ELCA for $15 per day.  You may give this in memory, or in honor of 
someone.  Contact the church office for more information, or to sponsor at date.  

SUPPORT MISSIONARY for the DAY  

From the Mission & Evangelism Committee   
Lutheran Disaster Relief works to provide immediate needs and the recovery of people impacted by disasters, and 
is committed to accompany recovery for communities for months and years to come. Lutheran World Relief 
responds to the root causes of hunger and poverty in nearly 60 countries around the world, including the United 
States. Gift envelopes are available on the table in the Narthex. You may designate your gift by indicating in the 
memo line. Make checks payable to First Lutheran Church.  
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First Lutheran Church, ELCA 

200 East 5th Street 

Morris, MN  56267 

Phone: 320-589-3242 

website: www.flcmorris.org 

email: office@flcmorris.org 

Facebook: Morris-First Lutheran Church 
 

--------------------- 
 

Worship Schedule 
SEE SCHEDULE ON CALENDAR 

 Broadcasted live via Facebook and 

YouTube; recorded services  

available on our website. 
 

——--————— 
 

Televised Services: 

Tuesdays at 1:30pm  

MediaCom: Channel 8 or 117-2 (digital) 

First Lutheran Church 
200 East 5th St 
Morris, MN   56267 
 

Address Service Requested 

Non-Profit 

Organization 
 

U.S. POSTAGE  

P A I D 
Permit #83 

Morris, MN 

  
office@flcmorris.org 
  
  

 

STAFF 

Pastor 
Rita Bye, Office Manager 

Wyatt Vavra, Custodian 
Deb Mahoney, Accompanist 

  
  

CHURCH COUNCIL 

Allen Monroe 
J. Mark Nesvig 
Naomi Fynboh 
Matt Hilbrands 

Bob Dalager 
Elizabeth Harris 

Bob Heck 
 

President 
Vice-President 
Treasurer 
Secretary 


