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Rich Reflections

What is it about new things that gives us hope or gets us excited? “New” is one of top three words in advertising.
We think of new cars, new houses, new & improved products, new clothes, new cell phones, new-music Tuesdays.
We can’t wait for the newest things, and at the same time yearn for the “good old days.”

“Sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvelous things.” Psalm 98:1

“See, the former things have taken place, and new things | declare.” |saiah 42:9

“If anyone is in Christ, they are a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!” @ Corinthians 5:17
“The one who was seated on the throne said, ‘See, | am making all things new.”” Revelation 21:5
“..by water and the Holy Spirit, we are reborn children of God.” ELW — Holy Baptism, p.227

“New” is important in our faith. New birth, new life, a new heaven and a new earth—this is gospel or Good News!
The bad news: the new may mean the end of a familiar thing. The routine of well-worn traditions or even unhelpful
ways may seem to bring comfort. But when does it become a rut? Some say, “A rut is a grave with the ends dug
out!” But, there is good news; with God the “new” truly is improved. As the angels sang:

Hail the heav'n-born Prince of Peace!
Hail the Sun of righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings,
ris'n with healing in his wings.
Mild he lays his glory by,
born that we no more may die,
born to raise each child of earth,
born to give us second birth.
Hark! The herald angels sing,
"Glory to the newborn king;

Life has been challenging and wearying the last 5 years, or 15 years, or is it 25?7?? Wildfires, earthquakes,
hurricanes, floods, divisive politics, waves of harassment, racial unrest, military conflicts in Ukraine and Palestine.
Before that there was Y2K, 9/11, Iraq & Afghanistan, and the Great Recession. Still, in these times, God is at work
bringing Good News.

Of course, there are many things for which to be grateful: new baptisms, new 3" grade Bibles, new confirmands,
new activities. (Show up on Dec. 1** for that last one)

Advent is all about God doing new things: now and in the future. What new song, creation, or birth— metaphorically
speaking—does God want to give you this Advent, Christmas, or New Year? What are the gifts that God is already
giving us, and the world; to see with eyes of faith?

What new creation is God calling us to become at First Lutheran? Martin Luther said, “God doesn’t need our good
works, but our neighbor does.” What do our neighbors in Morris and Stevens County need? ..let’s continue to
discover!

“For you are a people holy to the Lord your God, you to be a people for his treasured possession...”
—Deuteronomy 7:6

Blessed Advent & Merry Christmas,
Pr. Rich Fitzer
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Poinsettia Plant ($14.00) (Quantity)

5 In loving memory of:
\ ]

Poinsettia
Ord ers Or... In honor of:

Given by:
Once again we will be having a Poinsettia Garden around Y

our altar to decorate for Christmas. If you would like to
order a plant to contribute to this garden, please fill out
this form and return it to the church office by Sunday,
December 15th. Your poinsettia may be in memory of or  Please note: if you wish to keep your poinsettia plant, it
in honor of a loved one. The plants will decorate the can be picked up after the last Christmas Eve Services.
sanctuary during the Christmas season and may be picked Any plants left at the church after January 3rd will be
up after the 5:00pm Christmas Eve service. disposed of.

DINNER

First Lutheran Church, 200 E. 5th St, Morris

FREE COMMUNITY MEAL
DINE IN OR DELIVERY

Delivery to Morris residents (shut-ins only)

Christmas Day, December 25
serving begins at Noon

Volunteers and donations of hams and cookies are
needed. Contact Pam at 320-287-2134 to help out.

Support Christian Families in Bethlehem
Everyone is reminded that our church has inventory on hand for purchase from The Olivewood Project both in
storage and on display in The Gathering Room glass cabinet. A large display is not planned until late winter or next
spring. So, if you find any piece pleasing as you consider gifts of appreciation at Thanksgiving, Advent, and
Christmastime, please contact the church office or someone on the Evangelism & Mission Committee who will help
you receive the items.
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/ Seniors on the MOVE invites their church family to join them \

at the Luther Crest Advent Family Retreat

DATE: December 6-8, 2024 GRADES: All ages
A {!\ TIME: Friday - Sunday OR Saturday (daytime only) S75 per person

( (,\ COST: S300 per family in a cabin OR $340 per Retreat Center Room (fits 4)
IJ] ()

(S50 Non-Refundable Deposit)

There’s no better place to be during Advent season than together - and there’s no better
place to be together than at Luther Crest! Join us with the whole family for a weekend of
fun games, worships, crafts, and advent themed devotionals! Get cozy by our fireplaces,
and stay together in our beautiful cabins by the lake and woods! A Friday night snack,
Saturday breakfast, lunch, dinner, and snack, and Sunday brunch will be provided! Check
in is Friday at 7:00pm and closing worship is Sunday at 11:00am! Cost includes Iodgiy

and meals.

Christmas Toy Shoppe and Wish Tree Donations Evangelism & Mission Committee
invites you to donate to the collections sponsored by Morris Area Women of Today and
RuscKinship. Monetary donations are also welcomed. They wish to collect all donations from
toys/gifts to blankets/quilts and of course hats/mittens/and scarves. They served almost 500
children last year. Since their actual distribution is set for the third Saturday in December, please
have your donations either on or under the tree before worship on Sunday, December 15th. The
tree will be located at the lower foyer near the Fellowship Hall.

O Blue Christmas Service Join Women of the ELCA for their annual virtual Blue Christmas Service via Zoom.
This service takes place on the Winter Solace, Saturday, December 21st at 7:00pm which is the longest night of
the year. A registration link will be posted in the December issue of Bold Connections.

O Council Members Needed. First Lutheran will be in need of 4 new council members in 2025; terms run for
3 years. The Council’s mission, led by the Holy Spirit, is to coordinated the recourses of the congregation as it
develops and practices the Christian faith. If you are interested or would like more information, please reach out
to one of our current council members.

O Coffee Hour is served in the fellowship hall before the worship service on Sunday mornings at 10:00am. The
GRACE Service Group is on the schedule to serve coffee hour during the month of December. Please sign up on
the bulletin board across from the church office. Those in this month’s Service Group are:

Justin & Lori Anderson Ryan & Summer Anderson Ray & Robi Bowman

Judy Buro Matt & Cari Burnett LeAnn Dean

Kellie Hentges Linda Holland Craig & Katie Knochenmus
Gary & Corrine Knochenmus Dave Nelson Allyn & Hannah Plattner

Chris & Bobbi Siegel
Lunch Bunch meets on Wednesday, December 4 at 11:30am at the Hudson Inn. All are welcome to join us!
Newsletter Deadline for the January newsletter is noon on Wednesday, December 18.

Zipporah Bible Study meets on Thursday, December 19 at 2:00pm in the church fellowship hall.

Pastoral Visit If you or a family member are hospitalized and would like a pastoral visit, please contact the
church office and a pastor will be contacted to visit you. Even though you may be asked your religious affiliation
during check-in, the hospital staff can not share that information without you specifically requesting they contact
your church.

O Stevens County Food Shelf supplies a 5-day emergency or supplemental food package to residents of
Stevens County. There is no fee for this service, but clients must provide proof of residency. The food shelf
welcomes people’s donations of food to support our community. Monetary donations are also very helpful in
purchasing food supplies. The Food Shelf is located on the corner of 7th Street and lowa Ave and their hours are:
Mondays: 2:30pm - 3:30pm; Tuesdays and Thursdays: 5:30pm - 6:30pm; Wednesdays and Fridays: 10:30am -
11:30 am. You can reach the food shelf at 320.589.7436.

OoOoao
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December Worship Servants

Sunday, December 1: 11:00am Worship 10:00am Sunday school
Ushers: Al Harris, Linda Holland, Jon Ulrich Lector: Steve Just Nursery: Michelle Just
Acolyte: Kenzie Just & Abigail Anderson Video: Mike Odello TV slides: 1saac Just

Midweek Advent, Wednesday, December 4 6:00pm (ushers to light candles)
Ushers: Steve & Michelle Just family Nursery: Vicki Dalager Video: Dave Jungst

December 8: 11:00am Worship with Holy Communion 10:00am Sunday school

Ushers: Dick Smith, Dennis Feuchtenberger, Brian Erdahl Lector: Lindy Ekola Nursery: Bobbi Siegel
Acolyte: Giana Feuchtenberger & Zoe Krosch Communion: Laurie F (bread)

Comm Servers: Millie Tschetter, Vicki Dalager, Judy Buro

Video: Tony Feuchtenberger TV slides: Abram Suess

Midweek Advent, Wednesday, December 11 6:00pm (ushers to light candles)
Ushers: Dick Smith, Denise & Wes Odello Nursery: Pam Wiese Video: Mike Odello

Sunday, December 15: 11:00am Sunday school Christmas Program 10:00am Sunday school
Ushers: Bob Heck, Al & Julie Monroe Nursery: Erica Swenson
Acolyte: Brayden Carlson & Wyatt Schultz Video: Kyle Dougherty TV slides: Aaden Schultz

Midweek Advent, Wednesday, December 18 6:00pm (ushers to light candles)
Ushers: Bob Heck, Burnett Family Nursery: Jone Anderson Video: Tony Feuchtenberger

Sunday, December 22 11:00am Worship with Holy Communion

Ushers: Steve Just, Judy & Chance Buro, Michael Bjorklund Lector: Ward Voorhees

Communion: Cheryl Higgins (wafers) Comm Servers: Linda Holland, Ward Voorhees, Liz Harris
Nursery: Jone Anderson Acolyte:

Video: TV slides: Jacoby Burnett

Christmas Eve, Tuesday, December 24 3:00pm Worship with Holy Communion

Ushers: Dick Smith, Doug Ehlers, Lector: Sharon Ehlers

Nursery: Lindy Ekola Acolyte: Braeden & Zach Huebner

Communion: Liz Harris (bread) Comm Servers: Ward Voorhees, Judy Buro, Sharon Ehlers
Video: Dave Jungst TV slides: Grant Anderson

Christmas Eve, Tuesday, December 24 5:00pm Worship with Holy Communion

Ushers: Bob Heck, Al & Julie Monroe, Dennis F. Lector: Nursery: Pam Wiese
Acolyte: Maddy Schneider & Brenna Jergenson Communion: Laurie F & Kayla Gillespie (bread)
Comm Servers: Vicki Dalager, Cheryl Higgins, Linda Holland

Video: Tony Feuchtenberger TV slides: Jaxon Hilbrands

Sunday, December 29: 11:00am Worship
Ushers: Al Harris, Greg & Naomi Fynboh family Lector: Vicki Dalager Nursery: Robi Bowman
Acolyte: Lily & Cooper Nesvig Video: Kyle Dougherty TV slides: Owen Nesvig
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY | THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
10am Coffee/ 1lam Pastors’ 11:30am Lunch 8am Men’s Bible
Fellowship Text Study Bunch at Study at Faith
10am Sunday school Hudson Inn Lutheran
11am Worship 6:00pm Midweek
Advent Worship
6:30-8pm Element
at First
6:45pm Council &
Transition Team
Meeting
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
10am Coffee/ 11am Pastors’ 9am Share & 8am Men’s Bible
Fellowship Text Study Care (quilting | 7:15am Fusion Study at Faith
11am Worship HC ) group) Bible & Lutheran
, 12pm Gatherings | 6:00pm Midweek Breakfast at
230-4pm Girl for WIdOWS/ Advent WOFShip Faith
Scouts Widowers at 6:00-7:00pm (no Hancock group)
Old #1 Element
4:15pm Worship Christmas Party
& Music Mtg 6:30-8:00pm
Fusion at RFC
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
10am Coffee/ 1lam Pastors’ 12pm Newsletter 8am Men’s Bible
Fellowship Text Study Articles Due Study at Faith
10am Sunday school 6:00pm Midweek Lutheran
11am Sunday school Advent Worship | 2pm Zipporah | 7:15am Fusion
Christmas Program 7pm Council 6:30-7:30pm Bible Study in| Bible &
Meeting Element Adult fellowship Breakfast 7pm Women of
Deadline for Toy Leader Meeting | hall Morris at Faith, | the ELCA Blue
Shoppe & Wish Tree 6:30-8pm Fusion Hancock group | Christmas
Donations Christmas Party at Alberts Service (Zoom)
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
10am Coffee/ Christmas Eve 12:00pm Free 8am Men’s Bible
Fellowship Community Study at Faith
11am Worship HC 3:00pm Family Christmas Dinner Lutheran
Worship HC
5:00pm
Candlelight g%
Worship HC
Rita will be on vacation from Wednesday, Dec 25 until Monday, Jan 6
29 30 31
10am Coffee/
Fellowship

11am Worship

All worship services are streamed live via Facebook (Morris-First Lutheran Church)
and YouTube (First Lutheran Church - Morris MN). Recorded services available on our website at www.flcmorris.org

Rita is in the church office Tuesday and Wednesday mornings, but is available Monday through Thursday
from 8:00am to 4:00pm by phone call or text (320-287-2384) or email (office@flcmorris.org)
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HAPPY

Dec1: Erin (Harris) Holmes

Dec 2: Mary Jo McCormack

Dec 3: Jared House

Dec 4: Britney House, Steve Wagner

Dec5: Noreen Grunig, Owen Nesvig, Becky Tullos

Dec 7:  Emilie Brustuen, Jon Wiese
Dec 8: Jackson Boever

Dec 12: Claudette Erholtz

Dec 14: Owen Hentges, John Schultz
Dec 15: Adam Lair

Dec 16: Tayton Flower

Dec 17: Ryan Lussenden, Peter Boever
Dec 18: Arnie Sharstrom

Dec 19: Doyle Anderson, Jeri Anderson

Dec 21: Beth (Holland) Erickson, Sherry Wagner

Dec 23: Giana Feuchtenberger

Dec 25: Austin Hills

Dec 27: Sarah Dougherty, Mick Rose

Dec 28: Muriel Lindback, Randy Lussenden, Mike
Odello, Joan Smith

Dec 30: Millie Tschetter

Dec 31: Mark Mattheis

HAPPY

WOy

Dec 2: Justin & Lori Anderson
Dec 27: Allen & Julie Monroe

Support Missionary For A Day and honor a loved one | 515.00/day

Nov 1 In memory of Cheryl Bright from Emilie Brustuen

Nov 2 In memory of Zona Jacobson from Jim & Marian Thraen

Nov 3 In memory of Zona Jacobson from Al & LaVonne Watson

Nov 16 In loving memory of Brain VanHorn from his mother, LaVonne Watson
Nov 16 In memory of Randy Syverson from Marilyn Syverson

Nov 25 In memory of Dale Crow’s birthday from his family
Nov 26 Happy Birthday Isaac Nelson from Grandpa and Grandma Ehlers

You can sponsor the missionaries of the ELCA for $15 per day. You may give this in memory, or in honor of
someone. Contact Rita in the church office if you need more information.

Nov 17  ELCA Lutheran Worship radio broadcast given in memory of Candace & Tim Altonen from Carol Day

“Mrs. Claus bought me a smartwatch! It knows when
you are Sleeping, it knows when you're awake, it
knows if you've been bad or good...”

Handicap push button door openers are now
installed on the parking lot entrance doors! If you
would like to make a donation to help fund this
addition, you can drop off a check, or E!" ,ﬁ;‘:ﬁ’i"E]

donate through Venmo. Please make 3 hf&.,.‘:
a notation of “handicap door” with i

your donation. If you have any ,,
guestions, please contact the church (=150
office. Thank you! venmo
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YOUTH NEWS

ELEMENT SCHEDULE (Grades 6 - 8)

* Wed, December 4: 6:30-8pm Element @First Lutheran Church (explore the Christmas story)
* Wed, December 11: 6:00-7:00pm Element Christmas Party at Faith with Potluck Snacks
(8th grade - drinks; 7th grade - sweet snacks; 6th grade - savory snacks)
* Wed, December 18: 6:30-7:30pm Adult Leadership Christmas Party
* Wed, January 15: 6:30-8pm Element @First Lutheran Church
No Element from December 18 through January 8. We resume again on January 8

In November, our youth served at some of their church’s fall dinners, explored part of Matthew 5, were inspired
by speaker Terrence Talley, who presented at a community wide event, and attended the Southwestern MN
Synod Youth Gathering in Willmar.

SR. HIGH FUSION SCHEDULE (Grades 9 -12)

* Thursday, December 5: 7:00pm — Rend Collective Concert in Alexandria
* Wed., December 11: 6:30-8:00pm — Bible Meditation at the RFC
* Wed., December 18 6:30-8:00pm — Christmas Party at Faith (Ugly Sweater, Mi Mexico and Christmas Fun!)

Fusion BIBLE and BREAKFAST: 7:15-8:00am

* Fri., December 13: Morris at Faith (No Hancock group)

* Fri., December 20: Morris at Faith; Hancock at Alberts F “ 5 I ﬂ N
Please check out Fusion’s updated website for more information.
www.fusion-ministry.com Join us on social media Facebook@fusion56267 yOUTh

and Instagram@fusion56267 Email: fusionministry.connect@gmail.com

The Fusion Board continues to explore possibilities related to the youth director position. Your prayers for the youth
of our community and for God to lift up the right person for that position are appreciated. Thank you to our
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http://www.fusion-ministry.com

Christmasg Word Scramble f
Unscramble the letters to find words which have to do with Christmas. |
Some of the words have religious meanings, others are secular in nature.
Groceos 11. Limesotte [
y < Naclorig 12. Vaniyitt i
I 3. Rats 13. Gotscink 1
4, Scunttshe 14, Virasou
I 5 Porduhl 15. Traweh .
I 6 Naast 16. Gisehl a
B 7. Skagceap 17. Wamsonn 1
B 8. Dressephh 18. Ejuss |
g 9 Gramen 19. Stranneom i
i 10. Galen 20. Scamsthir 0
Answers on page 7/
h I N BN BN B B B B B B BB BB BE BB BB BB BB BB B B .

First Lutheran Church Council Highlights: Nov 19, 2024

Committee Reports:
* Education: Sunday school Christmas Program will be on December 15 and will be a caroling program
* Property: no report; committee did not meet. Automatic handicap door openers have been installed.
* Mission and Evangelism: no report; committee has not met
* Worship and Music: written minutes were given out to the council

Visitors:
Doug Ehlers gave the council an update as to where the Transition Team is with the MSP. A meeting between
the team and the council has been set for Wednesday, December 4 at 6:45pm.

Old Business:
Names of possible new council members for the ballot were discussed

New Business:
* Employee reviews were planned prior to the council meeting; not all were completed.
* A $1985.00 quote for a Windows workstation build that will fix the issues of not being able to broadcast the
worship services was received. A motion was made and approved to go ahead with the repair.
» Officer/director names will need to be given for the Minnesota Paid Leave Program that starts in 2026.
* The worship time listed in the Morris newsletter is incorrect. Rita will contact them.
* Next council meeting to be held on Tuesday, December 17 at 7:00pm with Pastor Rich giving the devotion.

OCTOBER'S GIVING and EXPENSE

S§17,364.77 October Income 518,787.86 October Expense
$177,853.18 Year-to-Date Giving 5214,091.43 Year-to-Date Expenses
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First Lutheran Church
200 East 5th St

Morris, MN 56267
Address Service Requested

200 East 5th Street
Morris, MN 56267
Phone: 320-589-3242
website: www.flcmorris.org
email: office@flcmorris.org
Facebook:
Morris-First Lutheran Church

Worship Schedule
Sundays: 11:00am

available on our website.

Televised Services:
Tuesdays at 1:30pm
MediaCom: Channel 8

First Lutheran Church, ELCA

Broadcasted live via Facebook
and YouTube; recorded services

STAFF

Interim Pastor Rich Fitzer
Rita Bye, Office Manager
Wyatt Vavra, Custodian
Deb Mahoney, Accompanist

CHURCH COUNCIL
Cari Burnett

Bob Heck

Denise Odello

Matt Hilbrands
Bob Dalager

LeAnn Dean

J. Mark Nesvig

Non-Profit
Organization
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PAID

Permit #83
Morris, MN

rich_fitzer@yahoo.com
office@flcmorris.org

President
Vice-President
Treasurer
Secretary




