January 2023

First Things

First Lutheran Church (ELCA) Chosen by Christ ~ Empowered to Serve

“Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is on the Lord their God” (Psalm 146:5)

As | sit down to write these lines the New Year is just two weeks away. There is a heavy blanket of snow on the
ground and trees, the sky is a shade of winter blue and it is Sunday afternoon. We just had a wonderful
Christmas program from our Sunday School children this morning. I'm still feeling joy from the glow of the
children’s bright faces and buoyant singing and the fellowship shared with God’s people. There is something
about being present with one another. In just a week, Christmas will be here, and many, around the world, will
gather to hear the story of God’s promise fulfilled in Jesus Christ, God born in human flesh.

As we look ahead to the New Year, what are your hopes and dreams? Are you making any resolutions? How will
you exercise your faith muscles? What will be your priorities? Are you hopeful, or fearful? We know there will be
challenges and pain and joy and fulfillment. Will God be at the center, or on the periphery of your life? What
will the future hold? We don’t know, but we can know, and are known by, the One who holds the future.

Years ago, when my kids would leave for school with the backpacks packed, and a new day dawning, | would
often say: ‘Decide to make it a great day.” Our lives are shaped decisively, though not completely, by our daily
decisions. What we believe and focus on shapes who we are. And, we can often decide if we want to make it a
good day, or a day that’s not so good. When | tucked them in, | would mark a cross on the foreheads and
remind them: “Remember, you're a child of God, marked with the cross of Jesus, God loves you, and so do I...”
That statement is true whether we are one or one hundred!

| am hopeful for the future, not because I'm a born optimist, rather because of the grace God has poured into
our hearts through the Spirit. Faith in the God, who has called us into loving relationship, gives us hope and joy.
Our God makes a path where there is no path. Our God has “tented” among us in Jesus. God has revealed to
us great and precious things: This God, Triune, dwelling in glory, yet, hidden among and around us, is our
Creator, Sustainer, and Salvation. “Nothing can separate us from “the love of God in Christ Jesus.” (Romans 8:
38-39).

How can we enter the year with hope in our hearts? | believe the answer is to look into the face of Jesus and to
be known by him. To look to him, who sees us, is to see the hope of the future. The one who Was and Is and Is
to Come. Immanuel, “God with us.”

May God Bless us, and all people in the New Year!
Pastor Dan

Visit the Pastor at Common Cup!
Starting on Friday, January 13, 2023 from 10:00am to noon (except January 29: noon until 2:00pm) and following
Fridays, Pastor Dan will be at the Common Cup. Join him for coffee and/or a snack, and conversation. This is a
chance for informal conversation, to hear and share ideas, to listen and converse. The last Friday of each month,
Pastor Dan is at Legacy Living from 10am to 12pm for a communion service and to visit residents. Those Fridays,
he’ll be at Common Cup from noon to 2:00pm. Hope to see you at Common Cup!




Support Missionary For A Day and honor a loved one ~ $15.00/day

Dec1l In memory of Stan Ehlers from Marlene Seip

Dec2 In memory of Abby Stone from Deanna & Ron Rosen

Dec3 In memory of Dean Bronson from Deanna & Ron Rosen

Dec4  In memory of Stan Ehlers from Emilie Brustuen

Dec5 Inloving memory of Dewey Solvie on his birthday

Dec?7 In memory of Dave Yarger from Kay & Dick Werpy

Dec12 In memory of Marvel Anderson on our wedding anniversary from Allan Anderson
Dec 13 In memory of Greg Staples on his birthday from Robert Staples and family
Dec 16 In memory of Sylvia Yarger from Kay & Dick Werpy

Dec 17 In memory of Don Fellows from Arlene and family

Dec 18 In memory of Howard Huebner from Dick & Suzanne Smith

Dec 24 ELCA Lutheran Worship Hour radio broadcast (KMRS) given in memory of loved ones from Jo Solvie

Our missionaries are Rev. Dr. Philip J. Knutson and Lou Knutson. The Knutsons have served for many years in
Southern Africa, and are based in South Africa. Philip was born and grew up in South Africa, the son of missionary
parents, and Lou is a native of South Africa. You can sponsor the Knutsons for $15 per day. You may give this in
memory, or in honor, of someone. Contact Rita in the church office if you need more information.

December 2022 First Lutheran Church Council Meeting Highlights

Treasurer’s Report: Financial reports were given to each council member. Discussed offerings received in
December to date.

Pastor’s Report: A written report was given to each council member. Highlight of Pastor’s report included:
Pastor will be at Common Cup on Fridays for drop-in visits; Congregational Survey: develop fellowship
groups/events; Element concluded the year with a Christmas party; Advent services: low attendance and
added noon service was much appreciated; Council Retreat in 2023; discussed possible date of April 22.

Committee Reports:

® Worship & Music: hymns chosen for the month, fundraisers for Music Scholarship program
® Mission & Evangelism: Good Gifts Giving Sunday and Olivewood sales
® Education: Christmas Program went well; having students sing during worship at various times

Old Business:

® Benevolence: Discussion held on current situation. A motion was made and seconded to see what our final
year end giving is and send what is needed to keep us at our 10% benevolence commitment.

® 2023 Budget: Denise presented the budget for the coming year.

New Business
® Annual Meeting date set for Sunday, January 29. Annual Reports due by Sunday, January 8th.
® Survey results to the added to the next council meeting agenda.
® Next Council Meeting to be held on Tuesday, January 17th at 7:00pm.

NOVEMBER'S GIVING and EXPENSE

$19,365.25 November Giving $27,117.08 November Expenses
$212,533.42 Year-to-Date Giving $275,851.72 Year-to-Date Expenses
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Get Acquainted: Couples’ and/or Single’s Dinner and/or Dessert! Would you like to develop deeper
relationships with people at church? Often, it is easy to see people at worship, yet, not to know them very well
at all. Or, you may have connected with someone at coffee hour and you’d like opportunities to get better
acquainted and share time together somehow. One of the areas we identified at our Congregation Survey and
Break Out Groups Sunday was a desire for more community building and fellowship opportunities. As a result,
we’d like to try something new. If you are interested in getting better acquainted with people at First Lutheran,
and are open to the possibility of hosting a few people in your home, contact Rita Bye at the Church Office and
we will sign you up. Whether you are single, divorced, or married you are welcome. We can form groups, as we
find out who is interested.

Valentine’s Party Senior Ministry will be holding a Valentine’s Party on Tuesday, February 14 at First
Lutheran! Mark your calendars and watch for more details in our February newsletter.

Faith Service Group is on the schedule to serve coffee hours during the month of December. Please sign up
on the church bulletin board across from the office. Those in this month’s service group are:

* Eugene & Cathy Anderson Greg & Naomi Fynboh Glen & Kahla Gillespie

Tim & Kristin Grove Mary & Mark Huebber * Dave Jungst & Lindy Ekola
Diane Nelson Mike & Denise Odello John & Jean Schultz

Sarah & Colby Schultz Cathy Solvie Scott Staples

Neil & Pam Wiese

Join us for Choir! All are welcome at Choir Rehearsals each Sunday morning at 8:30am.
Lunch Bunch meets on Wednesday, January 4th at 11:30am at Old #1 in Morris. Join us...all are welcome!

Newsletter Deadline for the February newsletter is noon on Tuesday, Jan 24th.

Zipporah Bible Study meets on Thursday, January 19th at 2:00pm in the church fellowship hall. Need to drop
something off for the Zipporah group? Their church mailbox is located in the office waiting area.

Bell Choir meets at Faith Lutheran on Wednesdays from 4:15pm to 5:00pm. The focus of this group will be to
meet the needs of a beginner level group. All ages are welcome, although recommend for grades 5 and above. If
you have prior note reading experience it is helpful but not required. Anyone who has an interest in playing
handbells and is willing to learn is welcome! If you have any questions, you may contact John Kleinwolterink at
ikleinwolterink@morris.k12.mn.us.

Donate with Venmo! You can quickly and easily make donations to First Lutheran through Venmo. Not
familiar with Venmo? (it’s a safe and easy way to transfer money) Check out and download the app on your
smart phone (available for Android and Apple) or check out their website at www.venco.com.

Reminder! If you or someone you know is hospitalized, in a nursing home, or home-bound and would like a
pastoral visit or Holy Communion, please contact Pastor Dan at 320.894.3577 or the church office at
320.589.3242. Hospital and nursing home staff can not contact the Pastor or church office without permission.

RUSC Kinship Mentoring is seeking adult volunteer mentors to spend at least four hours a month with a

N
Flm lmn Ch"'ch First Lutheran will hold its Annual Meeting on Sunday,
January 29th following the 9:30am worship service.
ANN AL MEETIN Mark your calendars! For those on committees, annual
reports need to be submitted to the church office by
Sunday, January 8th.
Sunday, January 29
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Sr. High Fusion Youth: Youth in 9th-12th Grade

© Sunday, January 1st: No Fusion...Happy New Year! F “ 5 ‘ [I N

© Sunday, January 8th: Sr. Fusion at First Lutheran 6:30-8:00pm yO UTh
© Sunday, January 15th: Sr. Fusion Nerf Wars at First Lutheran 6:30-8:00pm

© Sunday, January 22nd: Sr Fusion at First Lutheran 6:30-8:00pm

Sr. High Mission Trip to Denver! July 8-16, 2023

Spaces are filling up fast! We will be going with the organization called YouthWorks! Our group will partner with
those seeking to bring hope, we’ll have the opportunity to see the changes and challenges the city of Denver is
facing. Serve with local food shelves, a Sidewalk Sunday School program that brings the message of Jesus to different
neighborhoods, or other organizations caring for their neighbors in meaningful ways. Worship while taking in a
beautiful mountain view, explore the community, and hear from local residents about what it looks like to live and
serve in Denver. Sign up today at Fusion-Ministry.com

Element Schedule: Youth in 61-8th Grade

* | Element © Wednesday, January 4th 6:00-7:30pm at First Lutheran

© Wednesday, January 11th 6:00-7:30pm at First Lutheran
© Wednesday, January 18th 6:00-7:30pm at First Lutheran

Element’s Winter Retreat: January 27 and 28

Our Winter retreat will be held at Luther Crest with fun activities, great food and time to learn about God in a retreat
setting! The plan is to leave Morris on Friday @4pm and return on Saturday @4pm. The cost will be $50. Possible
activities may include: snow tubbing/sledding, cross country skiing, broomball, a winter bonfire and so much more!
Please fill out the form online to sign up your youth for the Winter Retreat! Please go online to sign up! www.fusion
-ministry.com/events/winter-element-retreat There is a registration fee of $50. (You can pay by Cash, Checks written
out to Fusion Ministry, or Venmo@fusionstudentministry and call it “Element Winter Retreat”)

Please check out Fusion’s updated website for more information www.fusion-ministry.com
Join us on social media Facebook@fusion56267 and Instagram@fusion56267

2022-2023 Sunday School Scheaule

Classes meet from 8:30-9:30am \\"//(/
* January 8 & 22
* February 5 & 19
* March5 & 19

* April 2 & 16

* April 30 & May 14
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January 2023

All worship services are in-person, in addition to being streamed live via Facebook and YouTube.

Recorded services available on our website at www.flcmorris.org

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 HAPPY NEW YEAR! 2 3 4 5 6 7
9:30am Worship 11:00am Pastor’s | 11:30am Lunch 8:00am Men’s
10:30am Coffee Hour Church office | Text Study Bunch Bible Study at
closed for Faith Lutheran
holiday
6:00pm Property
Committee Mtg | 6:00-7:30pm
Element Class
at First
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
8:30am Choir Rehearsal 11:00am Pastor’s 8:30am Share & Care |10am-12pm 8:00am Men’s
8:30am Sunday school Text Study (quilting group) Pastor at Bible Study at
9:30am Worship 10:00am Skyview Common Cup | Faith Lutheran
10:30am Coffee Hour 6:00-7:30pm Plaza worship
3:00-4:00pm Cub Scouts Element Class | 6:30pm Worship &
6:30-8:00pm Sr. Fusion at First Music Mtg
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
8:30am Choir Rehearsal 11:00am Pastor’s 10am-12pm 8:00am Men’s
9:30am Worship HC Text Study Pastor at Bible Study at
10:30am Coffee Hour 2:00pm Zipporah Bible Common Cup | Faith Lutheran
) 6:00-7:30pm Study in fellowship
. 7:00pm‘CounC|I Element Class hall
6:30-8:00pm Sr. Fusion Meeting at First
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
8:30am Choir Rehearsal 11:00am Pastor’s 10am Legacy 8:00am Men’s
8:30am Sunday school Text Study 8:30am Share & Care Worship Bible Study at
9:30am Worship HC 12pm Newsletter (quilting group) 12pm-2pm Faith Lutheran
10:30am Coffee Articles Due 6:00-7:30pm Pastor at
Element Class Common Cup
3:00-4:00pm Cub Scouts at First
6:30-8:00pm Sr. Fusion
Element Retreat to Luther Crest
29 30 31
9:30am Worship
10:30am Annual Meeting
10:30am Coffee
6:30-8:00pm Sr. Fusion

Rita will be in the church office on Tuesday and Wednesday mornings, but is available by email, phone call or
text messaging (320.287.2384) Monday through Thursday from 8:00am to 4:00pm.



January Worship Servants

Sunday, Jan 1 9:30am Worship

Ushers: Al Harris, Tom & Heather Schneider family Lector: Bob Dalager
Acolyte: Jennie & Wes Odello Nursery: Pam Wiese
Video: Mike Odello TV Slides: Hannah Schneider

Sunday, Jan 8: 9:30am Worship and 8:30am Sunday school

Ushers: Bob Heck, Matt & Cowan Mortenson Lector: Natasha Mortenson
Acolyte: Taylor Anderson & Brenna Jergenson Nursery: Lindy Ekola
Video: Dave Jungst TV slides: Connor Siegel

Sunday, Jan 15: 9:30am Worship with Holy Communion

Ushers: Steve Just family, Jon & Micah Ulrich Lector: Allyn Platter

Communion: Judy Buro Communion Servers: Sawyer Fynboh, Linda Holland, Millie Tschetter
Nursery: Jone Anderson Acolyte: Owen Nesvig & Kye Suess

Video: Steve Wagner TV slides: Chance Buro

Sunday, Jan 22: 9:30am Worship with Holy Communion and 8:30am Sunday school Blue Hymnal
Ushers: Al Harris, Dennis & Laurie Feuchtenberger, Michael Bjorklund

Lector: Karen Bolling Acolyte: lan & Tyson Grove

Communion: Liz Harris Communion Servers: Ward Voorhees, Jim & Jackie Krosch
Nursery: Kristin Grove

Video: Tony Feuchtenberger TV slides: Giana Feuchtenberger

Sunday, Jan 29: 9:30am Worship

Ushers: Bob Heck, Amy & Sarah Dougherty, Grant Anderson Lector: Amy Dougherty
Acolyte: Skott & Abigail Anderson Nursery: Michelle Just
Video: Kyle Dougherty TV slides: Aubrey Williamson

Jan 14: Cheryl Higgins, Glen Gillespie,
Tyler Schneider

: Jone Anderson

Jan 19: Steve Just, Sarah Larson

Jan 21: Jayson Galligan-Halbe

Jan 25: Jeanne Halbe, Adrienne Hilbrands
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Jan 1: Grant Anderson, Owen Anderson, Jan 26: Mark Gunderson
Brenda Boever, Peggy Jergenson Jan 27: Luella Anderson
Jan 3: Doug Ehlers, Jane Johnson, Jan 28: Brian Williams
Julie Thymian Jan 29: Gwyneth Hanson
Jan 4: Ashlyn Williamson Jan 31: Jamis Burnett, Blaine Hills, Zoe Krosch

Jan 5: Andrew Hutchings
Jan 6: Ron Rosen

Jan 9: Ryan S. Anderson HARPY I
Jan 10: Honor Knochenmus, Shiloh Knochenmus
Jan 11: Philip Ask, Denny Neisius, Jayce Plattner

Jan 12: Doug Beyer, Aubrey Willliamson Jan 6: Greg & Naomi Fynboh
Jan 13: Jazlynn Hilbrands Jan 15: Al & Lavonne Watson
Jan 28: John & Marie Eblen
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First Lutheran Church
200 East 5th St

Morris, MN 56267
Address Service Requested

First Lutheran Church ELCA
200 East 5th Street
Morris, MN 56267

Phone: 320-589-3242
website: www.flcmorris.org
email: office@flcmorris.org

Facebook:
Morris-First Lutheran Church

Worship Schedule
Sundays: 9:30am
broadcasted live via Facebook

and YouTube; also available
on our website.

Televised Services:
Tuesdays at 2:00pm
Federated: Channel 6

MediaCom: Channel 117

STAFF

Rev. Daniel Belgum, Pastor

Heather Black, Youth Ministry Director
Laura Wiebe, Choir Director

Rita Bye, Office Manager

Wyatt Vavra, Custodian

Deb Mahoney, Organist/Pianist
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Cari Burnett

Denise Odello

Jason Reed
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Jackie Huebner
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danbelgumblad@gmail.com
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