
First Lutheran Church, Morris MN 
Order of Worship for Sunday, November 15, 2020    24th Sunday after Pentecost 

 

Gathering     “For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.”  —Matthew 18:20 

 

Welcoming and Announcements 

 

Confession & Forgiveness 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,  Amen.  

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for you 
alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow 
into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We 
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of 
your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our 
sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to 
you the entire forgiveness of your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen. 

 

Hymn:  “My Lord, What a Morning”  #438 

1. My Lord, what a morning; my Lord, what a morning; 
 Oh, my Lord, what a morning, when the stars begin to fall. 
 You will hear the trumpet sound, to wake the nations underground, 
 looking to my God’s right hand, when the stars begin to fall. 
 
2. My Lord, what a morning; my Lord, what a morning; 
 Oh, my Lord, what a morning, when the stars begin to fall. 
 You will hear the Christians shout, to wake the nations underground, 
 looking to my God’s right hand, when the stars begin to fall. 

  
 

  Text & Music:  African spiritual.  Public Domain. 

 
Greeting: 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   
And also with you. 

 
Prayer of the Day  

Righteous God, our merciful master, you own the earth and all its peoples, and you give us all that we have. 
Inspire us to serve you with justice and wisdom, and prepare us for the joy of the day of your coming, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.  
 



Word   Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18 

Be silent before the Lord God! For the day of the Lord is at hand; the Lord has prepared a sacrifice, he has 
consecrated his guests. At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps, and I will punish the people who rest 
complacently on their dregs, those who say in their hearts, “The LORD will not do good, nor will he do harm.”  
Their wealth shall be plundered, and their houses laid waste.  Though they build houses, they shall not 
inhabit them; though they plant vineyards, they shall not drink wine from them.  The great day of the LORD is 
near, near and hastening fast; the sound of the day of the LORD is bitter, the warrior cries aloud there.  That 
day will be a day of wrath, a day of distress and anguish, a day of ruin and devastation, a day of darkness 
and gloom, a day of clouds and thick darkness, a day of trumpet blast and battle cry against the fortified 
cities and against the lofty battlements.  I will bring such distress upon people that they shall walk like the 
blind; because they have sinned against the LORD, their blood shall be poured out like dust, and their flesh 
like dung.  Neither their silver nor their gold will be able to save them on the day of the LORD’s wrath; in the 
fire of his passion the whole earth shall be consumed; for a full, a terrible end he will make of all the 
inhabitants of the earth. 

 

Reading:  Psalm 90:1-12 

Lord, you have been our dwelling place from one generation to another. 

Before the mountains were brought forth, or the land and the earth were born, from age to age you are 
God. 

You turn us back to the dust and say, “Turn back, O children of earth.” 

For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when it is past and like a watch in the night; 

you sweep them away like a dream, they fade away suddenly like the grass: 

in the morning it is green and flourishes; in the evening it is dried up and withered. 

For we are consumed by your anger; we are afraid because of your wrath. 

Our iniquities you have set before you, and our secret sins in the light of your countenance.  

When you are angry, all our days are gone; our years come to an end like a sigh. 

The span of our life is seventy years, perhaps in strength even eighty; yet the sum of them is but labor and 
sorrow, for they pass away quickly and we are gone. 

Who regards the power of your wrath? Who rightly fears your indignation? 

So teach us to number our days that we may apply our hearts to wisdom. 

 

Reading;  1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 

Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need to have anything written 
to you.  For you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night.  When 
they say, “There is peace and security,” then sudden destruction will come upon them, as labor pains come 
upon a pregnant woman, and there will be no escape!  But you, beloved, are not in darkness, for that day to 
surprise you like a thief; for you are all children of light and children of the day; we are not of the night or of 
darkness.  So then let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober; for those who 
sleep sleep at night, and those who are drunk get drunk at night. But since we belong to the day, let us be 
sober, and put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation.  For God has 
destined us not for wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ,  who died for us, so that 
whether we are awake or asleep we may live with him.  Therefore encourage one another and build up each 
other, as indeed you are doing. 



Gospel Acclamation    Alleluia, Lord, to whom shall we go?   

    You have the words of eternal life.  Alleluia. Alleluia.  
 

Gospel:  Matthew 25:14-30  (response after announcement of Gospel: Glory to you, O Lord) 

Jesus said to the disciples; “For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his 

property to them; to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his 

ability. Then he went away.  The one who had received the five talents went off at once and traded with 

them, and made five more talents.  In the same way, the one who had the two talents made two more 

talents.  But the one who had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his 

master’s money.  After a long time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. Then 

the one who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, ‘Master, you 

handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five more talents.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, good 

and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; 

enter into the joy of your master.’  And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying, ‘Master, you 

handed over to me two talents; see, I have made two more talents.’  His master said to him, ‘Well done, 

good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many 

things; enter into the joy of your master.’  Then the one who had received the one talent also came forward, 

saying, ‘Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where 

you did not scatter seed;  so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what 

is yours.’  But his master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I did not 

sow, and gather where I did not scatter?  Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and 

on my return I would have received what was my own with interest.  So take the talent from him, and give it 

to the one with the ten talents.  For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will have an 

abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away.  As for this 

worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 

(response after reading of Gospel:  Praise to you, O Christ) 

Message 

 

Hymn: “Let us Talents and Tongues Employ”  #674 

 

1. Let us talents and tongues employ, 
 reaching out with a shout of joy; 
 bread is broken, the wine is poured, 
 Christ is spoken and seen and heard. 
 Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again, 
 pass the Word around; loaves abound! 

 
3. Jesus calls us in, sends us out 
 bearing fruit in a world of doubt, 
 gives us love to tell, bread to share; 
 God (Immanuel) everywhere! 
 Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again, 
 pass the Word around, loaves abound! 

 

 Text: Fred Kaan. Music: Jamaican folk tune, adapt. Doreen Potter.  © 1975 Hope Publishing. Used with permission under One License #A-710041.   
 

2.  Christ is able to make us one, 
 at the table he sets the tone, 
 teaching people to live to bless, 
 love in word and in deed express. 
 Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again, 
 pass the Word around; loaves abound! 
 



1. Take my hands and let them move 
 at the impulse of thy love; 
 take my feet and let them be 
 swift and beautiful for thee.  Refrain 
 
2. Take my silver and my gold, 
 not a mite would I withhold; 
 take my intellect and use 
 ev’ry pow’r as thou shalt choose.  Refrain 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the Virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
 

Offering/Offertory    

  “Take My Life That I May Be”  #583 

 Refrain:  Take my life, that I may be  
 consecrated, Lord, to thee; 

 take my moments and my days; 
 let them flow in ceaseless praise. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Text: Frances R. Havergal.  Music: William Dexheimer Pharris.   © 1999 Augsburg Fortress.  Used with permission under One License #A-710041 
 

Prayers 

 

The Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Proper Preface 
 

“Holy, Holy, Holy”  pg 144 (red hymnal) 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
 

Words of Institution 
 



Mick Rose, those affected by COVID-19, those who serve in the military, families of victims of war, 

terrorism and violence, those in our nursing homes and those who are homebound. Continue to pray for 

the overseas missionary we support. Pastor Alex LaChappelle serving as a pastor of Nairobi 

International Lutheran in Kenya, Africa.  Note: you may honor a loved one and support Pastor 

LaChapelle in Kenya. Contact the church office for information. 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

 

Communion Distribution  

 

Post Communion Blessing and Prayer 

 

Benediction 

 

 Sending 
 

Hymn:  “Jesus Shall Reign”  #434 

1. Jesus shall reign wherever the sun 
 does its successive journeys run, 
 his kingdom stretch from shore to shore, 
 till moons shall wax and wane no more. 

3. People and realms of every tongue 
 dwell on his love with sweetest song, 
 and infant voices shall proclaim 
 their early blessings on his name. 

5. Let every creature rise and bring 
 the highest honors to our King, 
 angels descend with songs again, 
 and earth repeat the loud amen.      

 
  Text: Isaac Watts, Music: John Hatton. Public Domain 

 
   

Go in peace, serve the Lord!  Thanks be to God! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


