First Lutheran Church, Morris MN
Order of Worship for Sunday, April 25, 2021: Fourth Sunday of Easter
The image of the good shepherd shows us how the risen life of Christ brings us to life. It is the
relationship between the shepherd and the sheep, one of mutual knowledge and love, that gives the shepherd
authority. The shepherd's willingness to lay down his life for the sheep shows his love. First John illustrates what it
means to lay down our lives for one another by the example of sharing our wealth with any "sibling" in need.

Gathering
Welcoming & Announcements
Confession & Forgiveness
In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, Amen.
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for you
alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow
into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of
your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our
sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to
you that your sins are forgiven, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Hymn: “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing!” #385
1. Good Christian friends, rejoice and sing!
Now is the triumph of our king!
To all the world glad news we bring:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

2. The Lord of life is ris’n this day;
death’s mighty stone is rolled away;
let all the earth rejoice and say:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

3. Praise we in songs of victory
that love, that life which cannot die,
and sing with hearts uplifted high:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

4. Your name we bless, O risen Lord,
and sing today with one accord,
the life laid down, the life restored:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Text: Cyril A. Alington. Music: Melchior Vulpius © 1986 Hope Publishing Company. Used with permission under One License #A-710041

Greeting:
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
O Lord Christ, good shepherd of the sheep, you seek the lost and guide us into your fold. Feed us, and we
shall be satisfied; heal us, and we shall be whole. Make us one you with, for you live and reign with the
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Word
Reading: Acts 4:5-12
The next day their rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, with Annas the high priest, Caiaphas,
John, and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. When they had made the prisoners stand
in their midst, they inquired, “By what power or by what name did you do this?” Then Peter, filled with the
Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders, if we are questioned today because of a good
deed done to someone who was sick and are asked how this man has been healed, let it be known to all of
you, and to all the people of Israel, that this man is standing before you in good health by the name of Jesus
Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead. This Jesus is ‘the stone that was
rejected by you, the builders; it has become the cornerstone.’ There is salvation in no one else, for there is
no other name under heaven given among mortals by which we must be saved.”
Psalm 23
The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not be in want.
The Lord makes me lie down in green pastures and leads me beside still waters.
You restore my soul, O Lord, and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake.
Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; for you are with me; your rod
and your staff, they comfort me.
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is
running over.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the Lord
forever.
Reading; 1 John 3:16-24
16

We know love by this, that he laid down his life for us—and we ought to lay down our lives for one
another. 17 How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods and sees a brother or sister in
need and yet refuses help? 18 Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and
action. 19 And by this we will know that we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts before
him 20 whenever our hearts condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts, and he knows
everything. 21 Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have boldness before God; 22 and we receive
from him whatever we ask, because we obey his commandments and do what pleases him. 23 And this is his
commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he
has commanded us. 24 All who obey his commandments abide in him, and he abides in them. And by this we
know that he abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given us.
Gospel Acclamation #172

Halle, halle, hallelujah. Halle, halle, hallelujah.
Halle, halle, hallelujah. Hallelujah. Hallejujah.

Caribbean Traditional. arr. Mark Sedio. © 1985 Augsburg Fortress.. Used with permission under One License #A-710041

Gospel: John 10:11-18 (response after announcement of Gospel: Glory to you, O Lord)
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“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12 The hired hand, who is
not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—
and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 13 The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not
care for the sheep. 14 I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 15 just as the Father
knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. 16 I have other sheep that do not
belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one
shepherd. 17 For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take it up again. 18 No
one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to
take it up again. I have received this command from my Father.”
(response after reading of Gospel: Praise to you, O Christ)
Message:
Hymn: “The King of Love My Shepherd Is” #502
1. The King of love my shepherd is,
whose goodness faileth never;
I nothing lack if I am his
and he is mine forever.

2. Where streams of living water flow,
my ransomed soul he leadeth
and, where the verdant pastures grow,
with food celestial feedeth.

3. Perverse and foolish oft I strayed,
but yet in love he sought me,
and on his shoulder gently laid,
and home, rejoicing brought me.

4. In death’s dark vale I fear no ill,
with thee, dear Lord, beside me,
thy rod and staff my comfort still;
thy cross before to guide me.

5. Thou spreadst a table in my sight;
thine unction grace bestoweth;
and, oh, what transport of delight
from thy pure chalice floweth!

6. And so, through all the length of days,
thy goodness faileth never.
Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise
within thy house forever.

Text: Henry W. Baker, Music: Irish tune. Public Domain

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Special Music: Woodwind Instrumental “Hallelujah” —Leonard Cohen

Offering/Offertory #185 “Create in Me a Clean Heart”
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with your free spirit.
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.
Music: James M. Casper. Public Domain.

Prayers
Lord’s Prayer
Sharing the Peace Please share a sign of peace with one another

Sending
Hymn: “Savior Like a Shepherd Lead Us” #789
1. Savior like a shepherd lead us;
much we need your tender care.
In your pleasant pastures feed us,
for our use your fold prepare.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
you have bought us, we are yours.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
you have bought us, we are yours.

2. We are yours; in love befriend us,
be the guardian of our way;
keep your flock, from sin defend us,
see us when we go astray.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
hear us children when we pray.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
hear us children when we pray.

3. You have promised to receive us,
poor and sinful though we be;
you have mercy to relieve us,
grace to cleanse, and pow’r to free.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
early let us turn to you.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
early let us turn to you.

4. Early let us seek your favor,
early let us do your will;
blessed Lord and only Savior,
with your love our spirits fill.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
you have loved us, love us still.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
you have loved us, love us still.

2.

Text: Dorothy A. Thrupp. Music: William B. Bradbury. Public Domain

Benediction
Go in peace, serve the Lord! Thanks be to God!

Dolores Crow, Mick Rose, those affected by COVID-19, those who serve in the military, families of
victims of war, terrorism and violence, those in our nursing homes and those who are homebound.
Continue to pray for the overseas missionary we support. Pastor Alex LaChappelle serving as a pastor of
Nairobi International Lutheran in Kenya, Africa. Note: you may honor a loved one and support Pastor
LaChapelle in Kenya. Contact the church office for information.
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