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First Things

First Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Chosen by Christ. Empowered to Serve.

Rich Reflections

Dear friends in Christ,

“I'm so glad we had this time together!” While the time has been shorter than would have imagined, it has been
good, very good. | wish we could have started our work together some other time than just as summer was
starting, but we didn’t know of one another till then.

Here are some reflections and recommendations. They are meant as positive encouragements. Some are
lovingly intended as redirections, because if we keep doing the same things we’ll get the same results. And if we
“just try harder” we’ll get those same old results—just faster.

—Pray: give thanks for all God has done. Ask to have the eyes and ears of Jesus, and to open your heart and
mind to creative ways to be God’s people here and now.

—Visit Other Churches, outside of Morris. Watch, listen, ask questions, find out what they discovered along the
way. Trust me, they had some things that didn’t work. You can benefit from their wisdom. If you discover
something worth trying, you might tweak it to work here.

—Try New Things and expect that some of them will not workout—at least not the first time. Celebrate the fact
that you tried something different, even if it falls flat. Give permission and encouragement to try doing things
differently. Imagine if Thomas Edison gave up on the light bulb after 1 or 2 tries? History tells us it took nearly
1,000 different attempts, and that Edison reported that he didn’t fail, he discovered 1,000 ways to NOT make a
light bulb.

—Learn from the Past, the good and the not so good. But NEVER try to return there. None of us can return to the
“good old days”. If we look back and remember carefully, we’ll realize that not everything was always so
wonderful.

—Raise Up New Leaders: look for them, invite them, share your experience; then get out of their way and
encourage them. Know that they will do things ‘differently.” Accept that they will make mistakes and be sure
to have their backs. Trust them to do the best they can. Give them the freedom to be themselves and give
thanks that they are willing to give of their time and energy.

—Look QOutside Yourselves to Build New Relationships in this beloved community. We tend to experience things
changing slowly in small towns, but this is not your parents’ Morris. Get out and meet new people, show
genuine interest in others... just to know them. Find out what their needs and dreams are. You can do this
with individuals, organizations and businesses.

—Pray: Psalm 46:10 “Be still, and know that | am God.” “Be still and know that | am. Be still and know. Be still.
Be.” Simply be with God for a few minutes, each day if you can.

Finally, thank you! Thanks for welcoming me and receiving the ministry God has led me to offer. Thanks for your
faithful response to the Good News of Jesus.

Pr. Rich Fitzer



— 2025 CHURCH LEADERSHIP S
COUNCIL MEMBERS, DELEGATES anD COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Church Council: Bob Heck (2026), Matt Hilbrands (2026), Bob Dalager (2027), J. Mark Nesvig (2027)
Naomi Fynboh (2028), Elizabeth Harris (2028), Al Monroe (2028)

Audit Committee: Doug Ehlers (2026), Ryan Anderson (2027), Laurie Feuchtenberger (2028)

Endowment Committee: Ward Voorhees (2028), Cari Burnett (2028), Sharon Ehlers (2026)
Magen Feuchtenberger (2026), Church council member

West Central Christian Homes: Board Member: Lauren Carlson (2028)
Delegates: Cari Burnett & Pam Wiese

Glacial Ridge Conference: Annual Meeting: Sunday, March 9 at 3:00pm at Glenwood Lutheran Church
Bob & Vicki Dalager, Doug & Sharon Ehlers, J. Mark & Crystal Nesvig

Synod Assembly: Assembly to be held on Friday & Saturday, June 6 & 7 at Gustavus Adolphus in St. Peter
Bob Dalager, 2 open positions

Gustavus Adolphus: Annual Convention at Gustavus on a Saturday, April 26, 2025
Greg & Naomi Fynboh

Luther Crest Bible Camp: Annual Meeting at Luther Crest on a Saturday in October 2025 TBA
Bob Heck, Jo Solvie, Cathy Solvie

Common Cup Board Member: Suzanne Smith (2026), Greg Fynboh (2027), Sharon Ehlers (2028)

Lutheran Campus Ministry Board (LuMin): Naomi Fynboh (2026), Crystal Nesvig (2028)

Committee Members:
Property Committee: Dennis Feuchtenberger, Greg Fynboh, Bob Heck, Robert Thompson

Worship & Music: Vicki Dalager, LeAnn Dean, Nadine Heck and Suzanne Smith
Mission & Evangelism: Emilie Brustuen, Sharon Ehlers, Tony Feuchtenberger, J. Mark Nesvig, Pam Wiese
Stewardship: Bob Dalager, Doug Ehlers, Matt Hilbrands, Steve Just, Dick Smith

Education: Cari Burnett, Magen Feuchtenberger, Jeanne Williamson
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How many kinds
. of love can you
Seniors on the Move name?

invite all to a

Valentine's Party!
Wed., February 12
2:00 - 4:00 pm

First Lutheran Church
Fellowship Hall

All are welcome to join in the fellowship as we celebrate Valentine's Day...a couple days early!
Coffee and treats will be served. Don’'t forget to invite neighbors and friends!

SUPPORT MISSIONARY FOR THE DAY — $15/day

January 5 In memory of Denise Odello’s dad from Doug & Sharon Ehlers

January 10 In memory of Mabel Holman from Emilie Brustuen

January 11 In memory of Dave Stevenson from Jo Solvie

January 12 In memory of Audrey Brosle from Jo Solvie

January 13 In memory of Marge Garberick from Jo Solvie

January 14 In memory of Marilyn Allen from Jo Sovlie

January 15 In memory of Marilyn Allen from Jim & Marian Thraen

January 16 In memory of Ollie Barth from Emilie Brustuen

January 17 In loving memory of Lenore Anderson on her birthday from Pat & Gary Smith and family
January 18 In memory of Koreen Brustuen from Emilie Brustuen

January 19 ELCA Lutheran Worship radio broadcast given in memory of Lenore Anderson
from Pat, Gary, Chad, Ryan, Shannon, Hunter, Angie & Alexis Smith

You can sponsor the missionaries of the ELCA for $15 per day. You may give this in memory, or in honor of
someone. Contact the church office for more information, or to sponsor at date.

" Inclement . When necessary, weather cancellations will be communicated primarily through the

| Weather " _; local radio station; KKOK (FM95.7) and KMRS (AM1230).

f Policy V| We will however strive to also have this information available on the church’s
@_ — ~ Facebook page and website, and if time allows, emails and text messages will be sent
T TN ¥ out to those with current email/cell phone information on file with the church office.
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WELCA NEWS

A WELCA planning meeting will be held Sunday, February 9, at 10:00 a.m. in the Gathering Room. Please voice your
thoughts about activities, fundraisers, goals, and dreams for First Lutheran Church Women of ELCA. Please invite a
friend and join the discussion.

January 8, 2025

Happy New Year to alll | hope you are all doing well with this beginning of 2025. The Glacial Ridge board is
excited to prepare for our spring gathering.

This will take place on April 7" with registration beginning at 4:00 at Trinity Lutheran in Cyrus. The cost will
remain the same at $10.00. Our theme is “Sowing Seeds of Generosity”, and we are excited to have a
representative of Global Health Ministries to join us for a presentation so that we can learn more about this
important program. Offering will be half to synod and half to Global Health Ministries. We are still working on
in-kind offering decision for that day.

A more formal poster will be sent out in the next few weeks. Thank you for all you do in our Glacial Ridge
conference.

Louise Ferry,

President Glacial Ridge Conference Women of ELCA
Iferry56215@yahoo.com

320-766-3554

FROM THE MISSION & EVANGELISM COMMITTEE

Stevens County Food Shelf Drive: Now through Ash Wednesday, March 5
Goods and monetary donations will be given for MN March Food Share Month. Make checks to FLC and in the
memo line please note Stevens County Food Shelf. Monetary donations put in the offering plate at worship must be
in a separate envelope marked “food shelf” or they can be mailed to or dropped off at the church office. A
collection box will be located in the Narthex. Remember, needs fall into the categories besides food, such as
household and self-care items.

ELCA World Hunger and Global Barnyard Noisy Offering
Together with the Sunday School plans are being made to soon repeat the ELCA World Hunger/Global Barnyard
Noisy Offering Challenge. Stay tuned!

Lutheran Disaster Response
Lutheran Disaster Response offering envelopes will soon be available. Please write checks to First Lutheran Church
and in the memo state Lutheran Disaster Response (LDR) along with your designated preference. For example,
“Hurricane” or “Fire;” “Where Needed Most” with either ‘Response U.S.” or ‘Response International.’
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Coffee Hour is served in the fellowship hall before the worship service on Sunday mornings at 10:00am. The
FAITH Service Group is on the schedule to serve coffee hour during the month of February. Please sign up on the
bulletin board across from the church office. Those in this month’s Service Group are:

* Eugene & Cathy Anderson Judy Bluth Emilie Brustuen

Mark & Mary Huebner *Dave Jungst & Lindy Ekola  Diane Nelson

Mike & Denise Odello John & Jean Schultz Sarah & Colby Schultz
Cathy Solvie Scott Staples Neil & Pam Wiese

Lunch Bunch meets on Wednesday, February 5 at 11:30am at Pizza Hut. All are welcome to join us!
Newsletter Deadline for the March newsletter is noon on Thursday, February 20.

Zipporah Bible Study meets on Thursday, February 20 at 2:00pm in the church fellowship hall.

2025 KMRS Radio Broadcast Help support the ELCA Worship Hour by sponsoring a broadcast ($65) in
memory or in honor of a loved one. These worship services are broadcasted Sunday mornings at 11:04am on
the KKOK/KMRS radio station (AM 1230 or FM 107.7), with First Lutheran sponsoring 9 services during the year.
Eight local ELCA churches participate (First, Faith, Our Savior’s, Our Redeemer’s, St. John’s/Konsvinger, Trinity
Cyrus, Fron & Inherred). The 2025 Broadcast dates for First Lutheran are: February 16, April 13, May 25, June 29,
August 24, October 12, November 30 and December 24. Contact the church office for more information or to
sponsor a date.

Share & Care Quilters meets on the 2nd and 4th Thursday of each month at 9:00am in the church’s sewing
room (lower level) to sew and put together quilts for Lutheran World Relief. Come and join the group! Sewing
skills are NOT required as there are other talents needed. Questions? Contact the church office.

Pastoral Visit If you or a family member are hospitalized and would like a pastoral visit, please contact the
church office and a pastor will be contacted to visit you. Even though you may be asked your religious affiliation
during check-in, the hospital staff can not share that information without you specifically requesting they
contact your church.

Stevens County Food Shelf supplies a 5-day emergency or supplemental food package to residents of
Stevens County. There is no fee for this service, but clients must provide proof of residency. The food shelf
welcomes people’s donations of food to support our community. Monetary donations are also very helpful in
purchasing food supplies. The Food Shelf is located on the corner of 7th Street and lowa Ave and their hours
are: Mondays: 2:30pm - 3:30pm; Tuesdays and Thursdays: 5:30pm - 6:30pm; Wednesdays and Fridays: 10:30am
-11:30 am. You can reach the food shelf at 320.589.7436.

Daily Grace Need an on-the-go companion for your faith journey? Just go to the Women of the ELCA website
(www.womenoftheelca.org) and sign up for the “Daily Grace.” Reflect, pray, and prepare for the day.

Social Hour at Legacy Living is held each Wednesday at 2:30pm for residents and friends. On the third
Wednesday of each month, friends from First Lutheran supply the treats/goodies. Help may be needed
occasionally....a batch of cookies or a cake; just something simple. All are welcome to join us anytime. If
interested in helping out, contact Cheryl at 314-570-0700 or Marlene at 320-589-3879.

RUSC Kinship Mentoring is seeking adult volunteer mentors to spend at least four hours a month with a
young person. All mentors are required to complete a screening process which includes an application form,
personal interview, background check, and training session. Mentor applications can be found at
www.rusckinship.org or by contacting their office in person at 215 Atlantic Ave in Morris, by phone at 320-585-
7872 or by email at rusckinship@gmail.com.

Donate with Venmo! You can quickly and easily make donations to First Lutheran through Venmo. Not
familiar with Venmo? (it’s a safe and easy way to transfer money) Check out and download the app on your
smart phone (available for Android and Apple) or check out their website at www.venmo.com.

West Central Communities Action now provides Ready Ride which is a grant-funded program offering
transportation services to those aged 65 and older. Drivers are volunteers. This program is also available to
adults ages 18-64 who are on Medical Assistance. For more information about Ready Ride, please contact John
Pryzbylski by email at john@wcmaca.org or by phone at 218-685-4486 ext. 7038 or Brenda Larson at
brendal@wcmca.org or by phone on 320-304-3458 ext. 7209.

Follow us on Facebook and send us a friend request at “Morris-First Lutheran Church.” Our worship services
are live-streamed on Sundays at 9:30am. We also try to add current event photos and updates to Facebook.
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YOUTH NEWS

ELEMENT SCHEDULE (Grades 6 - 8)

* No Element on February 5: rest and recharge!

* Wed., February 12: 6:30-8pm at First Lutheran (Influencer-Jonah)

* Wed., February 19: 6:30-8pm at First Lutheran (Influencer-Zacchaeus)

* Wed., February 26: 6:30-8pm at First Lutheran (Influencer-an unnamed woman)
* Ash Wednesday, March 5 watch for details

SR. HIGH FUSION SCHEDULE (Grades 9 -12)

* Wednesday, February 5: 6:30-8pm Bible Bags at Faith Lutheran

* Sunday, February 9: 5:30pm Super Bowl Party at Faith Lutheran. See snack sign-up!
* Wednesday, February 19: 6:30-8:00pm Yoga at Faith Lutheran

* Wednesday, February 26: 6:30-8pm Bible Study at Faith Lutheran

Fusion BIBLE and BREAKFAST: 7:15-8:00am | Morris at Faith Lutheran and Hancock at Alberts
* Friday, February 7: Bible and Breakfast
* Friday, February 14: Bible and Breakfast
* Friday, February 21: Bible and Breakfast (Hancock location TBD)

* Friday, February 28: Bible and Breakfast (no Hancock group)
Please check out Fusion’s updated website for more information.
www.fusion-ministry.com Join us on social media Facebook@fusion56267 yOU
and Instagram@fusion56267 Email: fusionministry.connect@gmail.com

Cancellations: Any notifications for cancellations will be via email and on Social Media.

COUNCIL MINUTE HIGHLIGHTS: JAN 7, 2025

Committee Reports:
* Education: no report
* Property: no report
* Mission and Evangelism: no report
* Worship and Music: met and picked hymns for February

Old Business:
e went over names for possible new council members to be on the ballot
» worked on finalizing the 2025 Budget

New Business:
* benevolence at will stay at $1800 per month, and will catch up when needed
 pastor’s health insurance outside of Portico to be reimbursed
 Rita’s Health Savings Account contribution to be increased
e Next council meeting to be held on Tuesday, February 18 at 7:00pm

DECEMBER'S GIVING and EXPENSE

S$37,386.75 December Giving $32,204.66 December Expense
§237,615.39 Year-to-Date Giving 5$249,336.83 Year-to-Date Expenses
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FEBRUARY WORSHIP SERVANTS

Sunday, Feb 2: 11:00am Worship 10:00am Sunday school

Ushers: Steve Just family, Ray Bowman Lector: Lindy Ekola
Acolyte: Sawyer Fynboh & Abram Suess Nursery: Robi Bowman
Video: Dave Jungst TV slides: Abigail Anderson

Sunday, Feb 9: 11:00am Worship with Holy Communion

Ushers: Bob Heck, Al & Julie Monroe Lector: Cathy Anderson

Communion Prep: Vicki Dalager (bread) Communion Servers: Judy Buro, Doug & Sharon Ehlers
Acolyte: Giana & Lucy Feuchtenberger Nursery: Jone Anderson

Video: Tony Feuchtenberger TV slides: Grant Anderson

Sunday, Feb 16: 11:00am Worship  10:00am Sunday school

Ushers: Dick Smith, Greg & Naomi Fynboh, Michael Bjoklund Lector: LeAnn Dean
Acolyte: Wes Odello & Sawyer Fynboh Nursery: Pam Wiese
Video: Mike Odello TV slides: Ellen Reed

Sunday, Feb 23: 11:00am Worship with Holy Communion

Ushers: Al Harris, Amy & Sarah Dougherty Lector: Amy Dougherty

Acolyte: Brayden Carlson & Aaden Schultz Communion Prep: Kahla Gillespie (wafers)
Communion Servers: Millie Tschetter, Linda Holland, Ward Voorhees Nursery: Bobbi Siegel
Video: Dave Jungst TV slides: Wyatt Schultz

HAPPY
Feb 20: Nancy Erdahl, Solomon Johnson,
Wayde Peterson
Feb 21: Matt Hilbrands, Sam Just
Feb 1:  Michael Bjorklund, Justin Hanson, Feb 22: Angie Buchanan
Sawyer Fynboh Feb 23: Matthew Carlson
Feb2: Cathy Solvie Feb 25: Garner Swenson, Gage Wevley,
Feb 4: Sheila Fahje Jeanne Williamson
Feb 5: Dean Danter, Caleb Schultz Feb 26: Matthew Burnett
Feb 6:  Holli Christians Feb 27: Kris Hutchings
Feb7: Kristin Grove Feb 28: Allen Monroe

Feb 8: Bruce McCormack, Herb Nelson

Feb 10: Eleanor Plattner

Feb 12: Deb Mattheis

Feb 13: Lilly Nesvig

Feb 14: Cara Krosch HAPPY

Feb 15: John Barry HWW‘ I
Feb 16: Joanne Thompson, Neil Weise

Feb 17: Za'ch Lies Feb 13: Jay & Joleen Hanson
Feb 18: Erica Swenson, Rochelle VanKempen
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SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

DV

1

8am Men'’s Bible
Study at Faith

'y Lutheran
I EBMAM " 7
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
10am Coffee/ 11am Pastors’ 11:30pm Lunch 7:15-8am Fusion [8am Men’s Bible
Fellowship Text Study Bunch at Pizza Bible & Study at Faith
10am Sunday school Hut Breakfast Lutheran
11am Worship
No Element
6:30-8pm Fusion
at Faith
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
10am Coffee/ 11am Pastors’ 9am Share & | 7:15-8am Fusion | 8am Men’s Bible
Fellowship Text Study ] ] Care (quilting | Bible & Study at Faith
10am WELCA 12pm Gatherings 2‘00-‘4.00pm h group) Breakfast Lutheran
Planning Meeting for Widows/ Seniors oln the ,
(Gathering Room) Widowers at Move Valentine’s
11am Worship HC Old #1 Party 4:15pm Happy
30.8om Flement | WOSPE | Walentine'y
5:30pm Fusion 63018pm Element | \jysic Mtg
Super Bowl! Party at at First »,_Dﬂgz
Faith
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
10am Coffee/ , 11am Pastors’ 7:15-8am Fusion |8am Men’s Bible
Fellowship Prefs;ildentl’s Dgy Text Study 12pm | Bible & Study at Faith
10am Sunday school Oftice Close Ne\_/vs etter Breakfast Lutheran
11am Worship 6:30—.8pm Element | Articles Due (location for
at First 2 7i h Hancock group
1pm West Central 7pm Council pm Zlippora TBD)
B tistion Homes. Meetmg | 6:30-8om Fusion | Bible Study in
Annual Meeting at at Faith fellowship
Federated Church hall
23 24 25 26 27 28
10am Coffee/ 1lam Pastors’ 9am Share & | 7:15-8am Fusion
Fellowship Text Study ) Care (quilting | Bible &
11am Worship HC 6.3()F18pm Element | oroup) Breakfast
at First (no Hancock group)
6:30-8pm Fusion 9:30am
at Faith Women’s
Glacial Ridge

Conf Meeting

All worship services are streamed live via Facebook (Morris-First Lutheran Church)
and YouTube (First Lutheran Church - Morris MN). Recorded services available on our website at www.flcmorris.org

Rita is in the church office Tuesday and Wednesday mornings, but is available Monday through Thursday
from 8:00am to 4:00pm by phone call or text (320-287-2384) or email (office@flcmorris.org)
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Noah and the Ark
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Word list:
ANIMALS LAND
ARK MO UNTAIN
BELIEVE NOAH
BUILD PAIRS
CREATURES PROMISE
DOVE RAIN
EVIL RAINBOW
FLOOD TWO
FORTY WATER
GOOD WOOD
1111
© 7
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FREE WETGHT-LOS®
CLINTIC TODAY!
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First Lutheran Church
200 East 5th St

Morris, MN 56267
Address Service Requested

First Lutheran Church, ELCA
200 East 5th Street
Morris, MN 56267
Phone: 320-589-3242
website: www.flcmorris.org
email: office@flcmorris.org
Facebook: Morris-First Lutheran Church

Worship Schedule
Sundays: 11:00am
Broadcasted live via Facebook

and YouTube; recorded services
available on our website.

Televised Services:
Tuesdays at 1:30pm
MediaCom: Channel 8

STAFF

Interim Pastor Rich Fitzer
Rita Bye, Office Manager
Wyatt Vavra, Custodian
Deb Mahoney, Accompanist

CHURCH COUNCIL
Bob Dalager

Naomi Fynboh
Elizabeth Harris
Bob Heck

Matt Hilbrands

Al Monroe

J. Mark Nesvig

Non-Profit
Organization
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rich_fitzer@yahoo.com
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