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C h o s e n  b y  C h r i s t  ~  E m p o w e r e d  t o  S e r v e  

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Sundays at 9:30am  

in-person worship and  

broadcasted live on Facebook;  

also available on our website  

and YouTube channel 

 

We continue in the season of Lent, moving toward Holy Week, and Easter.  

 

We all have stories of the past year, as we have journeyed through the novel Coronavirus wilderness. A friend’s 

sister ended up on a ventilator in an induced coma for weeks, due to COVID-19. It was “nip and tuck.”  The 

family, and my friend, weren’t sure she would make it. For the whole family, it was a testing, of both faith and 

life. Then, thanksgiving! Thanks be to God, she survived.  Not everyone can say the same. We lament the loss 

of life and the profound challenge so many have faced from this season in world history.  

 

In his book, Hillbilly Elegy, since made into a dramatic movie, J.D. Vance tells the true story of moving from 

Jackson, Kentucky, to the rust belt city of Middleton, Ohio; growing up in a family where poverty was close at 

hand, with a mother who loved him, and whom he loved,  but who had her own demons; and while she loved 

him, she also abused drugs and also abused him. Of his wild-eyed Grandmother, “May-mah,” who spoke in 

expletives, raised him firmly, and with structure; when he wasn’t living with his mother.  By talent, faith, sheer 

will-power, and his grandma’s presence and guiding, and the grace of God, Vance went from nearly flunking 

out of high school, to becoming a top student.   

 

At one point, as a young high schooler, Vance joined a friend group that became delinquent and abused 

substances. Then, his grandmother “put the screws to him” and made him cut loose from those friends and to 

start to focus on his school work. Against the odds, he ended up graduating college and later from Yale Law 

School. Meanwhile, the very evening he was invited to a “black tie” dinner meeting with a potential employer, 

he received word from his sister: his mom had overdosed, but was alive.  Today, he is married with children, his 

mother is sober, and works as a bookkeeper.  They made it through, but man, the tests and trials! 

 

Life after our Baptism into Jesus Christ has its share of tests and trials. We may feel plowed under. We will face 

testings.  Some may help us to grow in our dependence on God, and show us God’s faithfulness.  We are lifted 

up.  God is faithful.  God’s grace surrounds us as we live and are in relationship with those around us.  Jesus 

overcame the powers of this world, many testings, even temptations to leave the path God called him on. With 

the Spirit’s help, and angels help, he overcame for us, and for our salvation (I Peter 3: 18-22).  Let us trust 

God.  “All your paths are steadfast love and faithfulness.”  

 

How can we make the most of life’s trials?  How can the testings we face lead us to become the people God is 

molding us to become?  How might WE grow through these testings and temptations to a deeper maturity in 

Christ, and strengthen our witness for Christ?  Lent is a time to take a deep breath, to listen, to ponder what is 

most important in life. The “YouVersion” of the Bible with devotions, is a versatile free app available to those 

with a cell phone or PC and internet connection.   

 

Here is a prayer from the app, for our Lenten journey:  God, I want more of You.  Too often, I choose to pursue 

momentary things and push You aside. Please forgive me, and change me. I don’t want to live a life that isn’t 

focused on You. As I prepare for Resurrection Sunday, help me to silence the noise in my life. Show me what 

steps I need to take to refocus my heart, mind, and will on You.  Search my heart and know me.  Clean out my 

life, point out anything that offends You, and make me more like You.  Show me the paths that lead to life, and 

fill me with joy in your Presence. I love You and I want to fix my eyes on You.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen.  

 



 LENTEN SCHEDULE 

Lenten Midweek Series 
Midweek Lenten services weekly on Wednesdays at 6:30pm (no suppers this year); also available on 

Facebook Live and YouTube.  Weekly study group of 40 Days Living the Jesus Creed, by Scot McKnight. The 

church office still has books available for $15 each if you wish to join this study. Book study discussion group 

will meet at 12 noon on Fridays in the church Gathering Room.     
 

Themes for Midweek Lenten Services: 

February 17th (Ash Wednesday): “The Jesus Creed” 

February 24th: “The God of the Jesus Creed” 

March 3: “The Jesus Creeds and Its Loves” 

March 10: “The Jesus Creed Becomes the Sermon on the Mount” 

March 17th: “The Early Christian Leaders Teach the Jesus Creed” 

March 24th:  “The Jesus Creed Becomes the Love Chapter” 

April 1 (Maundy Thursday): “Examples of Jesus Creed Love” 

 

Spotlight on Faith in Action and being Stewards of God’s Grace…. 

God keeps inspiring people to live out a faithful response to God’s grace.  Over the coming weeks of Lent, we 

will be hearing brief stories from people about how the Holy One has inspired them to respond to the Spirit’s 

calling in their lives.   On Sunday, February 28th we will hear from Tony Feuchtenberger about how he felt in-

spired to start a faith-based wrestling camp for youth.   On Sunday, March 7, we will hear from Katie Hassler, 

Lutheran Campus Ministry Coordinator at University of Minnesota, Morris, and how she felt called by God to-

ward this ministry, and camping ministry at Luther Crest. Katie is a graduate of UMM.   On Sunday, March 

14th, we’ll hear from Bob Dalager, recently retired after a 40 year law practice here in Morris, who will talk 

about our Christian calling to be “stewards of time.”  On Sunday, March 21st, Steve Just will share thoughts 

with us about our calling as “stewards of justice.” And finally, on March 28th, Carole Johnson will share 

thoughts about Lutheran Disaster Response, and her work with LDR, in hurricane rebuilding in Puerto Rico.    

Palm Sunday March 28th at 9:30am    
As we start Holy Week, we remember Jesus’ triumphal entrance into Jerusalem. 

 

Maundy Thursday April 1st at 7:00pm 
Remembering Jesus’ Last Supper with his disciples, we will hear his invitation to join him at the 

table; to share his precious gift of forgiveness and life.  

 

Good Friday April 2nd at 7:00pm 

Join us for this moving service as we tell the story of Jesus’ crucifixion and death.  

 

 

Easter Sunday April 4th at 8:00am and 10:30am 
Sound the trumpets! Jesus is risen; He is risen indeed! Join us for a celebration of new life!  



 LUTHERAN DISASTER RESPONSE 
Lutheran Disaster Response is the disaster response ministry of the ELCA. We help bring God's hope, healing 

and renewal to people whose lives have been disrupted by disasters in the United States and around the 

world.  Lutheran Disaster Response collaborates with other disaster response organizations and religious 

entities in the United States and around the world. This enables the greatest stewardship of resources and 

maximum impact of response. We are a welcome partner because we respect the perspectives and strengths 

of others. 

 

We recognize that every disaster is local. Because of this, we believe every response needs to be rooted in 

the community; we work to accompany that community from immediate relief through long-term recovery. In 

our international work we partner closely with companion churches and other Lutheran and ecumenical relief 

agencies to make sure local needs are being addressed and met. In the United States, we work through our 

extensive affiliate network and other partners to address these same concerns. 

 

Lutheran Disaster Response strives to help the church continue to be church in the midst of disaster — 

following Christ’s call to bring hope and healing to our neighbor in need. Some key areas of work include: 

 Providing emotional and spiritual care for people who have been affected by a disaster and for leaders 

who respond to a disaster 

 Coordinating volunteers through our local affiliates 

 Assisting refugees in a holistic way by meeting the varied needs of the community 

 Promoting disaster risk-reduction by helping communities build their assets thereby reducing the effects 

of likely disasters 

 Providing long-term recovery efforts by addressing the unmet needs months or even years after a disaster 

strikes 

 

Our Impact: Lutheran Disaster Response would not exist if it were not for the thousands, if not millions, of 

people who make an impact by getting involved. Whether efforts are financial support, volunteering or 

helping to prepare communities for disasters, lives and livelihoods are improved.  

 

Ways to Give:  Your gifts make it possible for this  church to provide fast and effective support to 

communities in need, whenever and wherever a disaster may strike. You may choose to designate your gift to 

a specific disaster or give where the need is greatest; make your choice known at the time of your donation. 

If you decide to give to a specific disaster, your gift will be used 100 percent for that disaster unless more 

funds are received than what is needed to fully fund a specific disaster response. If this happens, your gift 

will be used to address a similar effort. 

 

Make an online donation:  Online giving is simple and secure. 

 

Give a monthly gift:  Become a Monthly Partner and give automatic, monthly gifts in support of Lutheran 

Disaster Response. Visit the Monthly Partners page, click "I would like to choose an area for this gift to 

support" and select "Lutheran Disaster Response." 

 

Mail your donation:  Make checks payable to Lutheran Disaster Response (if designated to a specific 

disaster, please indicate in the memo line). 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, ELCA Gift Processing Center, P.O. Box 1809, Merrifield, VA 22116 

  

Give by phone:  Call 800-638-3522 to make a donation with a credit card. Operators are ready to assist you 

Monday through Friday, 8:00am--5:00pm Central Time. Give through your congregation,  Make checks 

payable to your congregation indicating Lutheran Disaster Response (if designated to a specific disaster, 

please indicate in the memo line) and place your gift in the offering plate.  

 

https://community.elca.org/lutherandisasterresponse
https://community.elca.org/monthlypartners


 

Support Missionary For A Day and honor a loved one ~ $15.00/day 
Pastor Alex LaChapelle is the pastor at Nairobi International Lutheran Congregation in Kenya, Africa. We continue 

to provide him with needed support through our Missionary for the Day contributions. Contact the church office to 

sponsor a day “in memory of” or “in honor of” someone.  Address of congregation is: Nairobi International 

Lutheran Congregation, PO Box 34089, Nairobi, Kenya 00100    Website:  www.nilc-nairobi.org   

 

Feb 1 In memory of John Solvie on his birthday from his family 

Feb 2 In memory of Bruce Wagner from Steve & Sherry Wagner 

Feb 3 In memory of Bruce Wagner from Steve & Sherry Wagner 

Feb 4 In memory of Virene Irwin-Nagl from Deb & Dick Mahoney 

Feb 5 In honor of John Gabert from Pastor Dan Belgum 

Feb 6 In memory of Virene Irwin-Nagl from Allan & Elizabeth Harris 

Feb 7 In memory of Doug Belgum from Pastor Dan Belgum 

Feb 8 In memory of Virene Irwin-Nagl from Marlene Seip 

Feb 9 In memory of Virene Irwin-Nagl from Cheryl Higgins 

Feb 10 In memory of Leeland Swanson from Cheryl Higgins 

Feb 11 In memory of Skip Maanum’s sister Ginny from Steve & Sherry Wagner 

Feb 12 In memory of Skip Maanum’s sister Ginny from Jo Solvie 

Feb 13 In memory of Dennis Johnson from Randy & Peg Lussenden 

Feb 14 In memory of Angie Staples from Randy & Peg Lussenden 

Feb 15 In memory of Steve Hokanson from Randy & Peg Lussenden 

Feb 16 In memory of Virene Iwin-Nagl from Carol Day 

Feb 17 In loving memory of Lenore Anderson on her birthday from Pat Smith 

Feb 17 In memory of Joel Belgum from Pastor Dan Belgum 

Feb 20 In honor of Marvel Anderson’s 92nd birthday 

Feb 20 Happy Birthday Nancy Erdahl from Bernice Erdahl 

Feb 21 In honor of Skye Krosch’s baptism from Cheryl Higgins 

Feb 22 In memory of Rocky Allen from Cheryl Higgins 

Feb 23 In loving memory of our beloved son Bruce from Allan & Marvel Anderson 

Feb 24 In memory of Helen Olson 

Feb 25 In memory of Ginny Moll from Skip & Vicki Maanum 

Feb 26 In memory of Virene Irwin-Nagl from Skip & Vicki Maanum 

Feb 27 In memory of Gen Morrissey from Skip & Vicki Maanum 

Women of First Lutheran Church will host a study through Zoom of Rev. Christa von Zychlin and her four-part 

study “Journeys with Angels.”  This study will take place through Zoom on the fourth Tuesday of each month (see 

schedule below). Please register by the previous Thursday to receive the meeting Link. Email Emilie 

at ebrustuen@gmail.com to register and receive the link.  

 

Session topics and dates are: Tuesday, March 23rd at 7:00pm:  Loneliness, abandonment and holy comfort 

     Tuesday, April 27th at 7:00pm:  Feasting angels  

THIS N’ THAT 
The Stewardship Committee of First Lutheran Church is holding a Clothing Drive for 

lightly used clothing of all sizes. We will also accept used, but not worn out, shoes. This 

is a good way to distribute what we don’t wear anymore and give to others who may be 

in need of help. The clothing drive will be on March 20th from 9:00am until noon at the 

church.  

Gatherings for Widows and Widowers will meet for lunch at noon on Sunday, March 7 at the Old #1 Southside. 

This venue allows for social distancing. Order lunch off the menu and enjoy an opportunity to visit with old friends 

and meet new ones who are also experiencing life as a widow/widower. No need to RSVP. For questions call 

Rose at Pedersen Funeral Home 320-589-3220. 

http://www.nilc-nairobi.org/?fbclid=IwAR17VFrr89ZuXqfihdzDHPVz0SWYMTTQa8lRI9Djg939qgyajCwEvWeqCng
mailto:ebrustuen@gmail.com


 

 WORSHIP SERVANTS 

THIS N’ THAT 

March 17:  Randy & Bobbi Jo Staples 

March 20:  Bruce & Laura McCormack 

Worship services are currently being held in-person. In the 
event that worship services are changed to “on-line only,” 
an announcement will be made, along with posting the 
information on our website. Those scheduled for Video 
and TV slides will need to help as scheduled, whether it is 
in-person or on-line only. 
 

Wednesday, March 3     

Ushers:  Bob Heck, Dougherty family 

Video: Mike Odello         TV slides:  Judy Buro 
 

Sunday, March 7     

Ushers:   Steve & Michelle Just family 

Communion:   Laurie Feuchtenberger  

Video: Kyle Dougherty TV slides:  Steve Just 
 

Wednesday, March 10     

Ushers:  Dick Smith, Fynboh family 

Video:  Steve Wagner      TV slides: Ward Voorhees 
 

Sunday, March 14    

Ushers:  Barry & Nancy Erdahl, Doug Ehlers 

Video: Tony Feuchtenberger  TV slides:  Steve Wagner

  

Wednesday, March 17     

Ushers:  Allan Harris, Tim Grove family 

Video: Colby Schultz  TV slides:  Steve Just 
 

Sunday, March 21     

Ushers:  Skip Maanum, Judy & Chance Buro 

Communion:   Vicki Maanum 

Video:  Dave Jungst TV slides:  Ward Voorhees 
 

Wednesday, March 24     

Ushers:  Barry Erdahl, Schneider family 

Video:  Tony Feuchtenberger   TV slides:  Judy Buro 
 

Sunday, March 28     

Ushers:  Bob Heck, Mortenson family 

Video: Kyle Dougherty TV slides:  Steve Wagner 
 

Maundy Thursday, April 1     

Ushers:  Steve & Michelle Just family 

Communion:  Jane Johnson 

Video:  Mike Odello  TV slides:  Judy Buro 
 

Good Friday, April 2     

Ushers:  Allan Harris, Doug & Sharon Ehlers 

Video: Dave Jungst TV slides:  Steve Wagner  

March 1: Amy Stallman 

March 2: Mark Nemmers, Ashford Swenson 

March 3: Terry Dybdahl, Stan Staples,  

 Harriet Stevenson 

March 4: Justin Durkee 

March 5: Jeremy Heck, Bob Staples 

March 6: Janis Waller 

March 7: Denise Odello, Lauren Peterson,  

 Ellen Reed, Ruby Swenson 

March 8: Bob Dalager 

March 9: Tom Schneider 

March 12: Gerald Thorstad 

March 13: Diane Nelson 

March 15: Deb Mahoney, Babe Taylor 

March 16: Cowan Mortenson 

March 17: Jay Hanson, Allan Harris, Dale Peterson 

March 18: Gwen Rudney 

March 19: Lauren Carlson, Michael Lair,  

 Jean Schultz 

March 21: Colby Schultz, Maela Suess, Amy Werk 

March 22: Travis Beyer 

March 23: Barry Erdahl 

March 24: Shane Decker, Lucas Miller, April Taylor 

March 25: Marleen Nelson 

March 26: Samantha (Buro) Fowler, Jaxon Hilbrands, 

 Kyler Smith 

March 28: Blake Amundson, Mark Huebner, 

 Heather Krosch, Nathan Smith 

March 29: Dennis Feuchtenberger 

March 31: Philip Rosen 
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First Lutheran Church Council Board Meeting 

Tuesday, February 23, 2021 

  

The February meeting of First Lutheran’s Church 

Council met by teleconference through Zoom on 

Wednesday, February 23, 2021 and was called to 

order by Eugene Anderson at 7:02pm. Present:  

Eugene Anderson, Allyn Plattner, Jason Reed & Tony 

Feuchtenberger. Absent: Peggy Jergenson & John 

Dosdall. Staff present: Pastor Dan Belgum and Rita 

Bye.  A devotion and opening prayer was given by 

Pastor Dan. 

 

Secretary’s Report: The minutes from January 21, 

2021 were emailed to each council member. No 

corrections or additions.  Tony moved to accept as 

printed, seconded by Jason. 

  

Treasurer’s Report:  Financial reports were emailed 

to each member.  Eugene went over the report. Allyn 

moved to accept the report, seconded by Tony. 

Motion carried. 

  

Pastor’s Report:  A written report was emailed to 

each council member. Pastor spoke on the highlights 

of his report including Lutheran Disaster Response, 

Lent services and book study, Glacial Ridge 

Conference, weekly Spotlight on Faith in Action, 

Confirmation, and Stewardship.  

  

Communications:  No reports. 

 

Committee Reports:  Tony spoke on some of what 

the Mission & Evangelism Committee promotes; 

showing God’s love through action; food shelf, 

Church without Walls, etc. Weekly Spotlight on Faith-

in-Action talks during worship in March. Pastor Dan 

spoke on behalf of the Stewardship Committee and 

they plan on doing monthly highlights each month as 

in the past. 

 

 

Old Business 

 Elevator repairs have been completed. 

 Discussion briefly held on the recent gifts/

memorials that have been given. 

Recommendation to start a task force to look at 

various ways to best use these funds. 

New Business 

 Open Council Seat: calls have been made, but 

have not been able to find someone willing to 

serve yet. More names were discussed and more 

calls will be made. 

 New Council Executive Officers: President: 

Eugene Anderson; Vice President: Tony 

Feuchtenberger; Secretary: Jason Reed; 

Treasurer: position remains open until the next 

meeting.  

 Bank signature card: Executive Council Members 

 Delegates needed for Synod Assembly: Eugene 

and Cathy Anderson 

 Compensation pay for those that substitute for 

Deb or Brad: motion made by Tony to pay subs 

based on the 2020 compensation rate, seconded 

by Allyn. Motion carried.  

 Next council meeting:  Tuesday, March 30 at 

7:00pm 

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned 

at 8:34pm followed by The Lord’s Prayer. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

    Rita Bye, Recording Secretary 

    Approved/edited by Jason Reed, Council Secretary  
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