April 2025 —

First Things

First Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Chosen by Christ. Empowered to Serve.

Holy Week & Easter

Join us as we journey through Holy Week and celebrate the hope of Easter!
Share this invitation with family, friends and neighbors. All are welcome.

Sunday, April 13 | Palm Sunday Brunch served from 9:30 - 10:30am
Join us for a delicious brunch prior to worship on Palm Sunday! On the menu: Egg bake, muffins,
milk, juice and coffee. Free will donation, with suggested offering of $12 per person. Proceeds to
benefit the Music Scholarship Fund.

Palm Sunday, April 13 | 11:00am Worship

On the Sunday before His death, Jesus sat on a young donkey and made His triumphal entry into
Jerusalem. The crowds welcomed him with Hosannas, while waving psalm branches in the air.

Maundy Thursday, April 17 | 7:30pm Worship with Holy Communion
First Lutheran’s 5th graders will take their First Communion during this service.
Jesus’ Last Supper with his disciples, where he instructed them to remember him by sharing
bread and wine, symbolizing his body and blood, in remembrance of his sacrifice. Later that
evening, Jesus went to the Garden of Gethsemane and prayed to God. It was in the garden that
Jesus was betrayed and arrested.

Good Friday, April 18 | 7:000m Worship at First Lutheran

Surround by music, we will reflect on the story of Christ’s passion and death.
Hosted in partnership with First, Faith, Federated & Trinity Cyrus

Easter Sunday, April 20 | 11:00am Worship with Holy Communion
Early Sunday morning, several woman went to the tomb and discovered the large stone covering
the entrance had been rolled away, and the tomb was empty. An angel announced that Jesus was
not there and had risen. Come, celebrate Christ’s triumph over death! He is risen! He is risen
indeed!




2015 Synodical Women's Organization Convention

Saturday, May 3, 2025 at Vinje Lutheran Church, 1101 Willmar Ave., Willmar MN
Registration Fee: 525

Opening worship with Holy Communion with Bishop Dee Pederson officiating
Keynote Speaker: Rev. Nancy Hansen

Theme: “I Love to Tell the Story”
Theme Verse: Joel 1:3
Theme Hymn: “I Love to Tell the Story”

There will be a trailer for In-Kind Offerings this year. In-Kind Donations: Quilts for LWR, Kits for LWR
and Global Health Ministries.

Convention offerings: 50% to Churchwide Women, 25% to Men in Mission, 25% to Willmar area
outreach.

Katie’s Cans will be available at lunch. Bring your loose change for Katie’s Fund.
Convention schedule:

7:30am  In-Kind Offering Drop Off begins
8:00am  Registration begins

9:00am  Opening Worship, In-Kind Offering ends of the
12:00pm Lunch VVO ElCA -\/@
4:000m  Convention closes men =

WELCA SPRING GATHERING

Monday, April 7, 2025 at Trinity Lutheran Church, Cyrus
Light lunch registration is $10 4:00-4:30pm
Speaker is open to public at 6:00pm for free

Join us in welcoming Kim Dickey of Global Health Ministries.
- You are cordially invited to support Stevens County Food Shelf as InKind Offering,

j@*‘: while other offerings will be divided between synod and Global Health Ministries.
— n We will enjoy the theme “Sowing Seed of Generosity”
A\ S and sharing laughter and joy, and create memories together.
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Freshly made fruit pies FOR SALE
Saturday, April 12 from 1:00pm - 3:00pm

(pies will be freshly made that morning)

Pies will also be available for sale on Sunday, April 13
prior to worship that morning.

Whole pies 518.00 each

No pre-orders available.
Pies will be sold on a first come, first served basis.

Remaining pies will be frozen and sold until gone.
Funds raised from pie sales will be used by the FLC Women

to support their work of the church. /

Help is needed for making and baking pies the morning of Saturday, April 12th.
If you are able to help out, please contact Emilie Brustuen. Your help is much appreciated!

FAMILY Mark Your Calendars for Sunday, May 18
@ N Once again, we will celebrate the end of the Sunday school year and honor
our high school graduates with a Family Bingo event. Bingo prizes for all
ages! This event will be sponsored by First Lutheran WELCA with funding
from Thrivent. We are reaching out to you our church family to see if anyone has some Bingo Prizes they would
like to donate. It is an all ages Bingo, so we would need a variety of bingo prizes. Monetary donations towards

purchasing prizes would be appreciated as well. If you'd like to donate or have questions, please contact Sharon
Ehlers, 320-808-4500. More details will be included in the May newsletter.

ThO nk YOU for your generous support for the Stevens County Food Shelf, including 30 birthday bags, which
the Sunday school students packed and delivered. $540 was given in monetary donations and 125Ib. of non-
perishable items were collected. Another big thank you for the response to ELCA World Hunger and by joining
the Sunday school students in collecting for $565.38 for God’s Global Barnyard!! Students will be choosing the
animals they can purchase and celebrate it in May.

Lutheran Disaster Response

Watch for the Lutheran Disaster Response offering envelopes coming soon. Make check payable to First
Lutheran Church with Lutheran Disaster Response (LDR) in the memo line.
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1
Bread ‘N Bowls

2
2
4
2 . . . .
P Monday, April 28 serving from 5:30-7:00pm at the Morris Elementary School Cafeteria

TS hosted by the University of Minnesota Morris office of Community Engagement

D¢ Attendees are encouraged to provide a small donation such as food or money, and in exchange they
P receive a locally sourced, hearty meal in homemade bowls and get to keep the bowl afterwards.

: All proceeds from this event will be donated to Someplace Safe, the Prairie Renaissance Cultural Alliance,
. and the Stevens County Food Shelf to provide safety and advocacy services for survivors of violence,
. scholarships for low-income children who wish to participate in PRCA’s Annual Prairie Arts Camp, and food

for families living in poverty. Last year, $1,530 was raised for local causes. This year’s goal is to raise $600
* for each organization...a total of $1,800.
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Coffee Hour is served in the fellowship hall before
the worship service on Sunday mornings at 10:00am.
The CHARITY Service Group is on the schedule to serve
coffee hour during the month of April. Please sign up
on the bulletin board across from the church office.
Those in this month’s Service Group are:

* Jone & Doyle Anderson  Lauren Carlson

Bob & Vicki Dalager Barry & Nancy Erdahl

Cheryl Higgins Brent & Jackie Huebner

Steve & Michelle Just Dick & Suzanne Smith

Kevin & Jeanne Williamson

Lunch Bunch Wednesday, April 2 at 11:30am at
China Panda in Morris. All are welcome to join us!

Newsletter Deadline for the May newsletter is

noon on Thursday, April 24.

Zipporah Bible Study meets on Thursday, April 17
at 2:00pm in the church fellowship hall.

Thank you to all that came and helped to clean and
organize the church kitchen and Martha Room!

2025 KMRS Radio Broadcast Help support the
ELCA Worship Hour by sponsoring a broadcast ($65) in
memory or in honor of a loved one. These worship
services are broadcasted Sunday mornings at 11:04am
on the KKOK/KMRS radio station (AM 1230 or FM
107.7), with First Lutheran sponsoring 9 services during
the year. Eight local ELCA churches participate (First,
Faith, Our Savior’'s, Our Redeemer’s, St. John’s/
Konsvinger, Trinity Cyrus, Fron & Inherred). The 2025
Broadcast dates for First Lutheran are: April 13, May 25,
August 24, October 12, November 30 and December 24.
Contact the church office for more information or to
sponsor a date.

Pastoral Visit If you or a family member are
hospitalized and would like a pastoral visit, please
contact the church office and a pastor will be
contacted to visit you. Even though you may be asked
your religious affiliation during check-in, the hospital
staff can not share that information without you
specifically requesting they contact your church.

Follow us on Facebook and send us a friend request
at  “Morris-First Lutheran Church.” Our worship
services are live-streamed on Sundays at 11:00am. We
also try to add current event photos and updates to
Facebook.

Donate with Venmo! You can quickly and easily
make donations to First Lutheran through Venmo. Not
familiar with Venmo? (it's a safe and easy way to
transfer money) Check out and download the app on
your smart phone (available for Android and Apple) or
check out their website at www.venmo.com.

Stevens County Food Shelf supplies a 5-day
emergency or supplemental food package to residents
of Stevens County. There is no fee for this service, but
clients must provide proof of residency. The food shelf
welcomes people’s donations of food to support our
community. Monetary donations are also very helpful in
purchasing food supplies. The Food Shelf is located on
the corner of 7th Street and lowa Ave and their hours
are: Mondays: 2:30pm - 3:30pm; Tuesdays and
Thursdays: 5:30pm - 6:30pm; Wednesdays and Fridays:
10:30am - 11:30 am. You can reach the food shelf at
320.589.7436.

Share & Care Quilters meets on the 2nd and 4th
Thursday of each month at 9:00am in the church’s
sewing room (lower level) to sew and put together quilts
for Lutheran World Relief. Come and join the group!
Sewing skills are NOT required as there are other talents
needed. Questions? Contact the church office.

Daily Grace Need an on-the-go companion for your
faith journey? Just go to the Women of the ELCA
website (www.womenoftheelca.org) and sign up for the
“Daily Grace.” Reflect, pray, and prepare for the day.

Social Hour at Legacy Living is held each
Wednesday at 2:30pm for residents and friends. On the
third Wednesday of each month, friends from First
Lutheran supply the treats/goodies. Help may be needed
occasionally...a batch of cookies or a cake; just
something simple. All are welcome to join us anytime. If
interested in helping out, contact Cheryl at 314-570-
0700 or Marlene at 320-589-3879.

RUSC Kinship Mentoring is seeking adult volunteer
mentors to spend at least four hours a month with a
young person. All mentors are required to complete a
screening process which includes an application form,
personal interview, background check, and training
session. Mentor applications can be found at
www.rusckinship.org or by contacting their office in
person at 215 Atlantic Ave in Morris, by phone at 320-
585-7872 or by email at rusckinship@gmail.com.

West Central Communities Action now provides
Ready Ride which is a grant-funded program offering
transportation services to those aged 65 and older.
Drivers are volunteers. This program is also available to
adults ages 18-64 who are on Medical Assistance. For
more information about Ready Ride, please contact John
Pryzbylski by email at john@wcmaca.org or by phone at
218-685-4486 ext. 7038 or Brenda Larson at
brendal@wcmca.org or by phone on 320-304-3458 ext.
7209.
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YOUTH NEWS

An Element recap from March...we took a trip to Andes Ski Hills on March 2 with about 15 skiers. It was a
beautiful, sunny day to ski. We took a break at the lodge for some pizza and then skied until dark. A movie night is
planned for April 16 at First...movie TBD! Come at 6:30pm for some relaxation, a fun movie, and treats! More
details will be on the Band app/email.

ELEMENT SCHEDULE (Grades 6 - 8)

* Wednesdays, April 2 & 9: No Element. Please attend your church’s Lenten service
* Wed., April 16: 6:30pm Movie Night at First Lutheran

* Wed., April 23: 6:30-7:30pm Element at First Lutheran; service project planning
* Wed., April 30: 6:30-7:30pm Element at First Lutheran; service project night

* Wed., May 7: 6:30-8:00pm Element at First Lutheran

SR. HIGH FUSION SCHEDULE (Grades9-12)
* Sunday, April 6: 6:30-8pm Scavenger Relay at RFC
* Sunday, April 13: 6:30-8pm Pizza & Puzzles at Faith Lutheran
* Wednesday, April 23: 6:30pm Spreading Jesus, meet at Faith Lutheran yOU

Fusion BIBLE and BREAKFAST: 7:15-8:00am | Morris at Faith Lutheran and Hancock at Alberts
* Friday, April 4: Bible and Breakfast
* Friday, April 11: Bible and Breakfast
* Friday, April 25: Bible and Breakfast

Please check out Fusion’s updated website for more information. www.fusion-ministry.com Join us on social
media Facebook@fusion56267 and Instagram@fusion56267 Email: fusionministry.connect@gmail.com

— £ s f ~

HAPPY
L]

April 22: Kellen Erdahl
April 3:  David Jungst, Breaw Nesvig, April 24: David Denzer, Mason Dougherty,

Jamie VanKempen Justine Huebner

April 4: Nick Milbrandt, Ward Voorhees Apr?l 25: Marlene Seip
April 5:  Del Sarlette April 26: Carlene Sarlette

April 8:  Kyle Dougherty April 30: Sandy Fuhrman, Brock Krusemark

April 9:  Skott Anderson, Lois Peterson
April 11: Tim Grove, Allysa Peterson
April 12: Katie Knochenmus

April 13: Helen Yerigan HAPPY

April 14: Emma Bowman, Aaden Schultz

April 17: Pam Wiese gﬁ
April 19: Keith Hawkinson, Nadine Heck,

Kristi Krusemark April 2:  Curtis & Mary Ann Quisburg
April 20: Julie Monroe April 5: Doug & Sharon Ehlers
April 21: Brent Huebner, Christopher Just April 9: Brent & Jackie Huebner
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APRIL WORSHIP SERVANTS

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 2
6:30pm Worship

SUNDAY, APRIL 6
11:00am: Worship HC

WEDNESDAY, APRIL9
6:30pm Worship

PALM SUNDAY, APRIL 13
11:00am: Worship

Ushers: Ushers: Ushers: Ushers:
Dick Smith Al Harris Bob Heck Steve & Michelle Just
Nesvig Family Al & Julie Monroe Dennis Feuchtenberger | Greg & Naomi Fynboh family
(ushers light candles) Giana Feuchtenberger
(ushers light candles)
Lector: Lector:
Cathy Anderson Lindy Ekola
Acolytes: Acolytes:
Zach Huebner Abram Suess
Braeden Huebner Jacoby Burnett
Communion Prep:
Sharon Ehlers (bread)
Communion Servers:
Doug & Sharon Ehlers
Elizabeth Harris
Video: Video: Video: Video:
Mike Odello Mike Odello Tony Feuchtenberger Dave Jungst
TV slides: TV slides:
Micah Ulrich Skott Anderson
Nursery: Nursery:
Vicki Dalager Robi Bowman
MAUNDY THURSDAY, GOOD FRIDAY, APRIL 18 | EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 20 SUNDAY, APRIL 27
APRIL 17 7:00pm: Worship 11:00am: Worship HC 11:00am Worship
7:30pm: Worship HC
Ushers: Ushers: Ushers: Ushers:
Al Harris Steve Just Dick Smith Bob Heck
Judy & Chance Buro Lindy Ekola Brian Erdahl Dennis Feuchtenberger
Kellie Hentges Jon & Micah Ulrich Lindy Ekola
Lector: Lector: Lector: Lector:

Vicki Dalager - Ward Voorhees Mike Odello
Acolytes: Acolytes: Acolytes: Acolyte:
Ashlyn Williamson Kenzie Just Wyatt Schultz Maddy Schneider
Aubrey Williamson Maddy Schneider Aaden Schultz Abigail Anderson

Communion Prep: Communion Prep:
Vicki Dalager (bread) Liz Harris (wafers)
Communion Servers: Communion Servers:
Liz Harris Ward Voorhees
Doug Ehlers Millie Tschetter
Emilie Brustuen Vicki Dalager
Video: Video: Video: Video:
Tony Feuchtenberger Dave Jungst Tony Feuchtenberger Dave Jungst
TV slides: TV slides: TV slides: TV slides:
Lucy Feuchtenberger Isaac Just Brayden Carlson Sarah Dougherty
Nursery: Nursery: Nursery: Nursery:
Pam Wiese Jone Anderson Bobbi Siegel Jone Anderson
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY | THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 3 4 5
h 1lam Pastors’ Text [ 11:30pm Lunch 7:15-8am 8am Men’s Bible
) - ¥4 Study Bunch at China Fusion Bible & | Study at Faith
N Y Panda Breakfast Lutheran
)
/ 5:15pm Supper ??
' 6:30pm Worship
\\__/ ‘
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
10am Coffee/ , | 11am Pastors’ Text 9am Share & 7:15-8am 8am Men’s Bible
Fellowship 4pmlWomen S| study Care (quilting | Fusion Bible & | Study at Faith
11am Worship HC Spring i 12pm Gatherings group) Breakfast Lutheran
Ga_thermg at for Widows/
Trinity Cyrus 1 widowers at ' - 1:00-3:00pm Pie
Old #1 5:15pm Suppir_ o Sale (fellowship
6:30-8pm Fusion at 3:30pm Worship & 6:30pm Worship hall)
RFC Music Mtg
Rita will be out of the office April 9 & 10
13 PALM SUNDAY 14 15 16 17 18 19
9:30-10:30am 1lam Pastors’ Text MAUNDY GOOD FRIDAY 8am Men’s Bible
Breakfast Study THURSDAY Study at Faith
10am Sunday school 2pm Zipporah Lutheran
Worshi
11am Worship Bible Study in
7pm Council 6:30-8.pm.E|hement Lellllowshlp 7:00pm
6:30-8pm Fusion at Meeting ';?rc;l”e Night at a Worship
Faith
a 7:30pm
Worship HC
20 EASTER SUNDAY |21 22 23 24 25 26
10am Coffee/ Ch/urcf;/oﬁ‘/ce 11am Pastors’ Text 12pm 7:15-8am 8amdl\/len S E_3|Ele
Fellowship ;o/s_de for Study Newsletter Fusion Bible & Stuhy at Fait
11am Worship HC olaay Articles Due Breakfast Lutheran
6:30-8pm Element 9am Share &
at First s
C Iti
6:30-8pm Fusion at gfgié?w né
Faith
27 28 29 30
10am Coffee/ 11am Pastors’ Text
Fellowship 5:30-7pm Study
10am Sunday school | Bread ‘N
11am Worship Bowls Event 6:30-8pm Element
at Morris at First
Elementary

All worship services are streamed live via Facebook (Morris-First Lutheran Church)
and YouTube (First Lutheran Church - Morris MN). Recorded services available on our website at www.flcmorris.org

Rita is in the church office Tuesday and Wednesday mornings, but is available Monday through Thursday
from 8:00am to 4:00pm by phone call or text (320-287-2384) or email (office@flcmorris.org)
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SUPPORT MISSIONARY FOR THE DAY — $15/day

March 9 In memory of Frank Fox from Jo Solvie
March 10 In memory of Chuck Spohr from Cheryl Higgins
March 19 Happy 89th Birthday Lauren Carlson from Cheryl Higgins

April 23 ELCA Lutheran Worship radio broadcast given by  (sponsorship available)

You can sponsor the missionaries of the ELCA for $15 per day. You may give this in memory, or in honor of
someone. Contact the church office for more information, or to sponsor at date.

COUNCIL MINUTE HIGHLIGHTS: MARCH 11, 2025

Committee Reports:

* Education: no report

* Property: committee has done a walk-through of the church to look at areas needing attention

* Mission and Evangelism: committee has been busy with the World Hunger Offering, Noisy Offering for Global
Barnyard, Food Shelf collection and Birthday in a Bag. They will host the midweek Lenten supper on March 19.
Working on a survey for Church without Walls.

* Worship and Music: written minutes were given out to the council about midweek Lenten services

Communications:

* Highlights from the Glacial Ridge Conference Assembly were given. A $50 offering will sent for this year, and
make note to send the same next year with the delegates. Vicki Dosdall is the new chairperson, and Sharon
Ehlers is the Treasurer.

* A motion was made and approved to give the UMM Bread ‘N Bowls event a $100 donation.

Old Business:

* The Ministry Site Profile was reviewed and approved with a couple additional changes.

* A motion was made and approved to accept the quote from TW Technologies at $3,553 to replace the
telephones at church, depending on the additional quote needed from Federated Telephone.

New Business:

* The council will be meeting with Federated Church to go over the logistics of possibility sharing pastoral duties.

* Nadine Heck will take over the duties of finding pulpit supply for worship services.

* Holy Week services were discussed and decided on.

¢ Call Committee will start meeting once two congregational members confirm their willingness to be on the
committee.

* A suggestion was received to have the offering plate at the back of the sanctuary instead of “passing the plate”.
A motion was made and approved to try it for the month of April, and will review it at the next council meeting.

* Money that was removed from the ELCA Endowment/Local Ministry Fund is being held in the Dedicated
Checking Account. Options of placing this money in an interest-bearing account or CD will be looked at.

* Several items to be kept in mind for future consideration were listed and tabled for later discussion: the
church’s Mission Statement, church announcement approvals, an updated Member Directory, and forming a
Task Force Committee.

* The next council meeting will be held on Tuesday, April 15 at 7:00pm. Devotions by Bob D.

FEBRUARY'S GIVING and EXPENSE

5$18,237.08 February giving 520,920.50 February Expense
540,246.83 Year-to-Date Giving 5$45,402.30 Year-to-Date Expenses
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First Lutheran Church
200 East 5th St

Morris, MN 56267
Address Service Requested

First Lutheran Church, ELCA
200 East 5th Street
Morris, MN 56267
Phone: 320-589-3242
website: www.flcmorris.org
email: office@flcmorris.org
Facebook: Morris-First Lutheran Church

Worship Schedule
Sundays: 11:00am
Broadcasted live via Facebook

and YouTube; recorded services
available on our website.

Televised Services:
Tuesdays at 1:30pm
MediaCom: Channel 8 or 117-2 (digital)

STAFF

Pastor

Rita Bye, Office Manager
Wyatt Vavra, Custodian
Deb Mahoney, Accompanist

CHURCH COUNCIL
Al Monroe

J. Mark Nesvig
Naomi Fynboh
Matt Hilbrands
Bob Dalager
Elizabeth Harris
Bob Heck

Non-Profit
Organization
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